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Day degrees (1532 system) for the season continue to be slow to accumulate, with the average temperature being 

3°C below the 10-year average. This, when combined with the 11 cold shocks (below 12°C) which is over double 

the 10-year average of 4, is perpetuating the slow growing conditions. Solar radiation remains above the 10-year 

average which, with warming conditions but the absence of heat stress, provides a platform for better growing 

conditions for the crop. The BOM temperature outlook continues to suggest average to cooler than average 

temperatures through until March with a hotter spell in the second week of January. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/temperature/maximum/median/seasonal/1


 

 

 

AREA Macintyre Valley 

Crop Stage • Crops range from germinating to around 17 nodes. As at mid last week no flowers were 
reported as open although early crops are likely to be doing so now. 

Irrigation • Irrigations have commenced with no rain and beds drying out under windy conditions.  
 

 
 

Insects/Beneficial • Mirids scattered and building in areas with control measures undertaken for some crops. 
• Occasional GVB 
• Beneficials on the rise 
 Weeds • Being managed with in-crop sprays and cultivations. Persistent species reported include 

polymeria, peach vine, sesbania and volunteer cotton.   
 Disease • Plants starting to grow through rhizoctonia and pythium from early season 
• Fusarium causing seedling loss in some cases (ie. back-to-back with history of FOV). 
• Isolated cases of unconfirmed wilt in some back-to-back country. 
 

Environment • Mild and cool start still equating to slow growing conditions 
• Some reports of drift symptoms starting to show in a few isolated crops 

 
  Comments • “Long fallow fields have been slow” 
• “Lack of labor has made recent weeks constant and full on for growers trying to get things 

done”  

 
Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by 

each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and other 

consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 


