
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2018 
 
Welcome to cotton season 2018/19. It looks like 
the forecast area of cotton for the south could be 
as high as 60,000 ha from projected intentions, 
but this area could change over the next few 
weeks. 
Water use efficiency will be a clear focus this year 
on getting the most crop from available water. 

 
Planting time considerations 
 
Productive cotton crops rely on getting a good 
start. Starting temperatures are critical as the 
seed takes in water. I have noticed more ground 
being pre-irrigated which can help maintain soil 
temperatures if the first flush can be timed with 
good rising temperatures. Table 1 highlights how 
critical starting temperatures are. 
The CSD soil temp network is up and running so log 

onto CSD Soil temp network and make sure you know 

if your planting on a “rising plane of temperature”. 

Check out the   website also for all you 

need to know about getting cotton out of the ground. 

http://faststartcotton.com.au/about/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. The effect of temperature on cotton 

seedling survival and growth rate (source: 

Constable and Shaw 1988)  

Minimum 

soil temp at 

10cm @ 

8am (AEST) 

Seeds 

emerging 

and survival  

Days to 

complete 

emergence  

10°C 56% 29 

14°C 73% 17 

18°C 90% 5 

 
Trials this season 
 
BRR trials 
There will be a number of Black root rot 
agronomist-initiated trials this coming season. 
Permits have been applied for using a number of 
down the slot fungicides. A range of other 
products and techniques will be demonstrated 
including biodegradable film, fertilisers with 
fungicidal properties and cotton variety 
influences on BRR incidence and severity. 
A number of field walks are being planned for 
mid-November. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.csd.net.au/soil_temperatures
http://faststartcotton.com.au/about/


 
 

 

IREC trials 
The IREC field station at Whitton will have a range 
of trials this season.  

• CSIRO will have a Nitrogen rate trial looking at 
the contribution of native soil Nitrogen to 
final yield. 

• A Potassium rate trial. 

• Residual herbicide demonstrations. 

• CRDC Manure best management trial. 
 

A field day to look at these trials is being planned 
for mid-January 2019. 

 
Go soft early 
 
Insect management early in the season can have 
a big impact on what has to be done late in the 
season. This was the clear message from the 
recent Crop Consultants Australia meeting held in 
Griffith. The panel of consultants and leading 
researchers stressed that we need to conserve 
our beneficial predators and parisitoids by using 
softer chemistries on any early season pests. We 
need to look at thresholds and fruit retention 
together to know when to intervene. The wrong 
program can lead to multiple Whitefly sprays as 
the crop matures. 
 A trial release of a small wasp that parasitises 
Silverleaf whitefly showed good results last 
season and a bigger release is planned for this 
season.  
 
https://bugsforbugs.com.au/product/eretmoceru
s-hayati/ 
 
Silverleaf Whitefly is a very mobile pest so its 
management is suited to Area Wide 
Management. This can simply take the form of 
informal get togethers between near neighbours 
to coordinate any control tactics. 

 
Cotton trash 

  

As cotton growers begin to receive requests from 
graziers for cotton gin trash as stock feed, it’s 
time for a reminder about why we need to 
protect our industry from the risk of potential 
chemical contamination. 
Since 2006 the Cattle Council of 
Australia,  Australian Lot Feeders Association, 
Cotton Australia and Cotton Ginners Association 
have in place a memorandum of understanding 
specifying that cotton trash will not be supplied 
to any person for the purposes of using it as stock 
feed, as a mulch material, or as an ingredient in 
manufactured stock food. 
In addition, the cotton industry has also agreed 
that livestock will not be given access to cotton 
fields whether for grazing cotton crop residue or 
green feed around infield irrigation 
infrastructure. 
Along with these restrictions, the grazing or 
baling for the purposes of feeding to livestock of 
failed cotton crops is also not permitted. 
An assessment of the chemical residue risk of 
cotton trash conducted in 2014 uncovered a 
number of organochlorine samples such as DDT 
and dieldrin. These chemicals have been banned 
for decades and could potentially lead to 
automatic export market bans if detected at port 
in overseas countries. 
PLEASE DO NOT FEED COTTON TRASH TO YOUR 
STOCK 

(Source /Buying-stock-feeds-minimising-
chemical-residue-risks.pdf 
centralwest.communications=lls.nsw.gov.au@ma

il101.atl231.mcsv.net 

 

Spray on Polymer 
 
I have been following the progress of a spray on 
polymer being developed by CSIRO. It has 
potential to reduce water use in cotton with small 
scale field work showing up to 30 percent water 
savings. 

https://bugsforbugs.com.au/product/eretmocerus-hayati/
https://bugsforbugs.com.au/product/eretmocerus-hayati/
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/158530/Buying-stock-feeds-minimising-chemical-residue-risks.pdf
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/158530/Buying-stock-feeds-minimising-chemical-residue-risks.pdf
mailto:centralwest.communications=lls.nsw.gov.au@mail101.atl231.mcsv.net
mailto:centralwest.communications=lls.nsw.gov.au@mail101.atl231.mcsv.net


 
 

 

Let’s hope we get to see commercial scale 
trialling of this product soon. If it is proven, 
practical and profitable (the three questions you 
should ask of any new product or technology) it 
could be a game changer for irrigated agriculture.  
 
http://bit.ly/sprayonpolymer 

 
Events coming up 
 
Prosoils course (more details to come)  

• Darlington Point 31st October 

• Hillston 1st November 
SVCGA AGM (more details to come) 

• Early November 
Layouts tour of Murrumbidgee valley farms 
starting at Coleambally. 

• 6th December 
 
 A True story 
 

I remember when I was about 10 and I woke up 
one morning after my older brother who was 
about 20 had come home from being in town. 
Next to his bed was a metal frame that you 
normally see outside a newsagent. It read COULD 
YOU VANISH LIKE RONALD BIGGS? 
 

Do you know someone new to the cotton 
industry? 
 
If you are aware of someone who has just 
entered the industry or thinking about growing 
cotton in the future, please pass on this 
newsletter and get them to send me an email so 
they can be added to the mailing list  
kieran.okeeffe@cottoninfo.net.au 

 
 

Photo from USA. We need rain but it has to fall at 
the right time. Reminds me of the song. 

http://bit.ly/sprayonpolymer

