
 
 

September 2019 
 
Last season 
  
With ginning completed last month  the final average yield for the combined Lachlan, 
Murrumbidgee and Murray valleys comes in at 9.86 b/ha (Lachlan 10.2 b/ha and 
Murrumbidgee/Murray 9.76 b/ha). This is lower than the long term average and clearly 
some crops being short of water at the end of the season and the hot weather through 
flowering had an impact. The 5 year rolling average is 10.76 b/ha. 

 
Preparation for the coming season 
 
I see some fields getting close to final seedbed preparation and rolling. Soil temperatures 
have to be right before planting can get under way, so it is good to measure soil 
temperatures in fields at 8 am AEST at 10 cm. The CSD website have a number of automatic 
weather stations in the southern area tracking soil temperatures so log on and keep an eye 
on progress.  
https://www.csd.net.au/soil-temperature/11626 
Planting gets the green light when temperatures are above 14 degrees C and the forecast 
for the following week is favourable. A table on the soil temperature network gives a rating 
of forecast temperatures for day degree accumulation. 

 

Growing cotton under sprinkler irrigation 

A Nuffield report attached here from Trangie irrigator Tom Quigley. Some interesting 

observations for all growers about using cover crops, herbicide resistance, strip tilling, 

https://www.csd.net.au/soil-temperature/11626


 
 

Canopy temperature sensors and root cutting. With a lot of ground not growing a summer 

crop there is good logic in growing a winter cover crop before next spring. 

Are you a member of CSD? 

Access to the latest CSD trial information, research, apps and calculators on the CSD 

website is changing.  Exclusive CSD member-only content will be available from 2020 via a 

membership portal on the CSD website.  Only CSD members will be able to access the higher 

level information and resources currently freely available online. 

What you need to know: 

Membership cost: $20/year 

How do I sign up?  http://www.csd.net.au/membership 

What if I’m already a member?  Your membership will run through to June 2020, after which 

you will receive communications from CSD to renew your membership. 

What if my contact details have changed? You can update your contact details here 

http://www.csd.net.au/membership 

Why the change? 

To date, CSD has made the information and data gathered from our extension and research 

activities freely available on our website to growers and industry both within and outside of 

Australia.    

CSD aims to provide Australian growers with the best seed, germplasm, seed treatments 

and biotechnology traits to deliver world leading yield and quality. 

Our Extension teams are strategically located across the entire cotton industry, offering an 

extensive insight to the latest variety, agronomic and crop management practices and 

research. 

CSD wants to share these insights with the Australian industry to assist with your decision 

making, while protecting this intellectual property from overseas interest. 

Further information: http://www.csd.net.au/membership 

 

New crop mapping technology: SataCrop  
  

Cotton Australia have announced a new era in spraydrift prevention with the release of SataCrop in 

partnership with Precision Crop Technologies (PCT). This replaces Cottonmap. 

 After a successful trial in the Emerald region of Queensland, the new mapping tool is now available 

for the 2019/2020 summer season. 

http://www.csd.net.au/membership
http://www.csd.net.au/membership
http://www.csd.net.au/membership


 
 

SataCrop maps all crops, not just cotton, allowing growers and applicators of all products to be 

better informed before spraying.  

 The new technology requires growers to only map their fields once and has the ability to import 

field boundaries from compatible software such as PCT, SST, Farmworks, John Deere and Agworld. 

Any farmers wanting to use SataCrop need to register by emailing Ben Boughton at ben@pct-

agcloud.com 

Read more << links to >> https://crop.satamap.com.au/ 

Instructional video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6GwBWmjWpc 

 

drumMUSTER and ChemClear 

Agsafe’s AgVet chemical product stewardship programs, drumMUSTER and ChemClear, 

divert used containers and obsolete chemicals from landfill, re-routing them into recycling 

and responsible disposal pathways that assist in keeping land and waterways safe. Since 

operations began in 1998, more than 38,000 tonnes of unwanted plastics have been 

diverted from landfill sites into recycling programs, this equates to 34 million agvet 

containers. There are over 800 collection sites throughout Australia including over 350 local 

council sites. Once the containers are collected, they are shredded and granulated, 

processed into pellets, then re-used to make wheelie bins, fencing, pipes, bollards, road 

markers and public furniture. 

Dominique Doyle, Agsafe General Manager, said of the program, “Farm businesses who 

frequent drumMUSTER sites are setting a good example of how the simple act of recycling 

can keep land and waterways cleaner and litter-free, and communities safer.” 

There are over 800 drumMUSTER collection sites around Australia. To find the nearest 

collection point to you, please visit the drumMUSTER website at www.drummuster.org.au 

or call 1800 008 707. So round them up, rinse them out and run them in. Remember, every 

container counts! 
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IREC Field station 

With limited water IREC will still grow some cotton for trials this coming season. It was seen 

as being important to continue trials with the work being showcased at the IREC Field day to 

be held in January 2020. More detail to come. If you would like to become a member of 

IREC and receive the Farmers Newsletter follow this link for membership. 

https://irec.org.au/membership/ 

Dates coming up 

Precision Ag Workshop – Thursday and Friday, 24th - 25th October 

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/short-courses/agskilled/precision-agronomy 

Prosoils Workshop – Thursday 31st October Darlington Point 

https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1140948/prosoils-grain.pdf 

Note: These are excellent workshops and are free to cotton and grain growers. The 

workshops are part of the Agskilled program which is due to finish in the middle of next 

year. Note that there are requirements for registration that need to be done before the end 

of September. Places are limited so get in now.  

Renewables in Ag Conference and Expo, Wagga Wagga 14th November 

Early bird tickets available for $75 until 30th September 

www.renewablesinagconference.com.au 

 

Where is this? Answer next newsletter. Till next time, Regards Kieran 
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