
 
 

June 2019 
Season progress 
 
Yields are now being confirmed with ginned results coming through. I have seen published estimates 
that have Murrumbidgee/Murray valleys at 9.5 b/ha average and Lachlan valley at 10.5 b/ha 
average. 
 

End of season survey 

Early days with only a few responses so far. To be of value the survey needs more responses so 

please contribute when you get a chance. The survey will be open till mid-July but have a go now at 

this link. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G9HM8Z2 

Final Irrigation trial 

 

Trial results at one of the four sites for the final irrigation trial conducted by Steve Buster Summit 

Ag/RivCott. Q1 was last irrigated on 8th February, Q2 on 14th February and Q3 on 26th February. 

 Four farms were approached in Coleambally, Carrathool and Hay.  The trial proposed was for all 

farms to apply water in the first week of February and then not irrigate 24 rows with each successive 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/G9HM8Z2


 
 

irrigation.  This would result in four fields having full irrigations, 24 rows with one irrigation less, 24 

rows with two irrigation less and 24 rows with 3 irrigation less.  

Well timed trial work here by Steve Buster giving an insight into many of the questions and decisions 

faced by growers and advisors on when the final irrigation should happen. As Steve mentions in the 

full report attached, this is one year of data and needs to be done over a number of seasons. 

Summary of Final irrigation trial 

• All fields that had a mid-March irrigation did not have a corresponding yield increase.  As this 

irrigation is typically 0.6 to 0.8Ml/ha this water could have been saved and/or sold. 

• Final irrigation at the end of February had the same yield as that in March. 

• Final irrigation in the 3rd week of February had between 0% and 25% yield loss compared to 

March irrigations.  The field yielding 10 b/ha had a yield loss of 10% by terminating at this 

irrigation.  Thus if 0.8 Ml/ha water is applied at a cost of $500/Ml, this equates to a cost of 

$400/Ml to gain an extra bale per ha making the purchase of water cost effective at 

$500/bale. 

• Terminating irrigations in early February had the greatest negative effect on yield in three of 

the four fields.  Yield loss was between 8% and 44% depending upon final yield.  Terminating 

the crop with this irrigation has significant yield penalties but did not seem to affect quality 

into the discount range. 

The current status of Nitrogen fertiliser use efficiency 

The attached paper by Ben Macdonald and other N researchers is a good short refresher on where 

we are at with Nitrogen use. https://jcottonres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s42397-018-

0015-9 

A few key points here from the paper: 

• Nitrogen rates are still at luxury not optimal levels. 

• Constraints other than N deficiency are limiting yield 

• Soil compaction can reduce yields by 35 % 

• Cotton after wheat showing 30 % yield improvement compared to cotton/cotton 

Canopy temperature sensors 

The development of Canopy temperature sensors has occurred over the last five years and they will 

be available commercially for next cotton season. A short article by Hiz Jamali, Michael Bange and 

Tom Dowling on the science and trials behind CTS is attached. They are seen as another scheduling 

tool used in conjunction with soil moisture probes and grower experience. A podcast here from the 

Macquarie CottonInfo REO, Amanda Thomas, on how Stuart Denston, Warren cotton grower, found 

them in trials on his farm over the last four years. 

https://jcottonres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s42397-018-0015-9
https://jcottonres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s42397-018-0015-9


 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/fe0tptavp16uvnq/Stewart%20Denston%20Interview%20edited.mp3?d

l=0 

NRM blog – Natural areas on farms providing ecosystem services 
 
Natural areas on and surrounding cotton farms provide many benefits to the farming enterprise, 
known as ecosystem services. For example, natural vegetation can be an important year round 
habitat for beneficial insects, increasing natural pest suppression early in the growing season in 
adjacent fields. 

 
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/natural-resource-management 
 

Cotton collective 

The Cotton Collective which is held in the alternate Cotton Conference year is to be held this year on 
Wednesday 24 and Thursday 25 July at the Yoogali Club, Griffith. A bus tour of local farms is being 
organised as well by the SVCGA on Tuesday 23rd July. Details and ticket sales at the link below. 

An information session for prospective and new growers is on again as the final session of the Cotton 
Collective on the Thursday afternoon. This is a great opportunity to pick up key information as you 
enter the cotton industry and understand who works for the different organisations to assist and 
support you. 

https://cottonaustralia.com.au/2019-australian-cotton-collective 

Dates coming up 

• SVCGA MIA bus tour Tuesday 23 July 8am 

• Cotton Collective  
Yoogali Club 24- 25 July Griffith. 

• CSD Cotton Management Tour 
Monday 29 July Condobolin 11am/Hillston 5pm 
Tuesday 30 July Hay 11am/Deniliquin 5pm 
Wednesday 31 July Coleambally 11am/Griffith 5pm 

• SVCGA Cotton Awards dinner 
 Friday 16 August. 
Regards Kieran 
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