
 
 

  

December 2019                      
 

Welcome to the December Edition and the final one for 2019.  
 
  

NRM top Tips – November: Helping nature's workforce work for you by providing 
habitat 

 This month’s NRM tip is to help nature's workforce work for you by 

providing habitat. 

The Cottoning on to the great outdoors: Nature's workforce 

booklet from CottonInfo contains information about some of the 

amazing flora and fauna found in our cotton communities, and how 

this natural workforce is providing benefits to our farms and regions. 

One such 'natural worker' is the striated pardalote (pictured)- a very 

small short-tailed woodland bird species, which forages noisily for 

small insects in the tops of trees. Another is Australia’s iconic River 

Red Gum. River Red Gum communities, which are common along 

our rivers and creeks, provide habitat and food for a diversity of 

species such as microbats and sugar gliders, as well as a range of 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/publications/nrm-natures-workforce


 
 
free environmental services such as habitat for crop pest predators, carbon sequestration, erosion control and 

salinity mitigation. 

Meet the rest of nature's workforce.  

This blog is part of a year long program from CottonInfo, with the themes aligned with the 2019 CottonInfo cotton 

calendar. For more information, view the calendar, or contact the CottonInfo Technical Lead for Natural 

Resources, Stacey Vogel.  

 

NRM top tips - December: 12 awesome examples of cotton biodiversity 

stewardship 

December brings to a close the year-long program of NRM top tips, in alignment with our 2019 CottonInfo cotton 

calendar. So, in this month's blog, CottonInfo Technical Lead for Natural Resources Stacey Vogel, shares with you her 

top 12 cotton industry examples of good biodiversity stewardship. 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/nrm-top-tips-december-12-awesome-examples-cotton-biodiversity-

stewardship 

 

Benchmarking water productivity of Australian cotton 

This work has identified significant gains in water productivity and irrigation efficiency by Australian cotton growers 

over recent years.  Overall, Australian cotton growers have significantly increased yields and decreased irrigation 

inputs. 

Water productivity (GPWUI) increased significantly, from 1.12‒1.14 bales/ML in 2006/07, 2008/09 & 2012/13, to 1.20 

bales/ML in 2017/18 

Whole farm irrigation efficiency (WFIE) increased significantly from around 70% in 2006/07 & 2008/09, to around 83 

& 81% in 2012/13 & 2017/18, respectively 

For the full Primefact from NSW DPI click here.  

 

 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/publications/nrm-natures-workforce
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/cottoninfo-cotton-calendar
mailto:stacey.vogel@crdc.com.au
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/nrm-top-tips-december-12-awesome-examples-cotton-biodiversity-stewardship
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/nrm-top-tips-december-12-awesome-examples-cotton-biodiversity-stewardship
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/irrigation/irrigation/benchmarking-water-productivity-of-australian-cotton-primefact


 
 

On-farm biosecurity survey: attitudes, motivations and barriers – we need your 

help!?  

Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and CottonInfo are currently undertaking a survey to gain a 
better understanding of grower, agronomist and industry member attitudes and perspectives towards on-farm 
biosecurity, motivations for implementing on-farm biosecurity practice and barriers to implementing on-farm 
biosecurity within the Australian cotton industry.  
The survey is for those working across the Australian cotton industry including growers, agronomists and industry 
members. The survey consists of 8 short questions – all are multiple choice – and will take less than 5 minutes to 
complete.  Only the research team will have access to the survey results with data aggregated to further assure 
confidentiality and anonymity.   
 
Your assistance with completing the survey is much appreciated. To complete the survey, please click the 
following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RV6QPFM  
 
For questions or concerns please contact Sharna Holman, CottonInfo Biosecurity Technical Lead on 
sharna.holman@daf.qld.gov.au or 0477 394 116  

 

Farm Biosecurity Sign Update?  
 
Amendments to legislation has meant an update to farm biosecurity signs for Qld and NSW farmers.  
Amendments were made in Queensland to address potential biosecurity risks where animals are kept, so noting this 
is of interest to mixed farming properties. Similar to NSW, signs and plans must be updated to refer to the 
Biosecurity Management Plan and Biosecurity Act, to ensure that the legislation is able to be enforced. In 
Queensland, you can use this template to show you have a biosecurity management plan: 
https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/biosecurity-planning/resource/3e916f83-4dd3-4b68-ac2e-
54e267e97533  
  
For those interested in finding out more they can head to the QLD Biosecurity website: 
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/policy-legislation-regulation/biosecurity-planning 
 
 
 

Beating the dry….. and preparing for the wet  

  
In challenging times like these, we recognise that it’s important to remain positive. We recommend using this time to 
your advantage so that you’re ready for when the season turns around. An essential component of any business is the 
people. Take the opportunity during such years to take a break, spend time with family, upskill and maintain 
connections with your peers and local community. 
 
See the CottonInfo factsheet for tips and things to consider over the coming months.  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RV6QPFM
mailto:sharna.holman@daf.qld.gov.au
https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/biosecurity-planning/resource/3e916f83-4dd3-4b68-ac2e-54e267e97533
https://www.publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/biosecurity-planning/resource/3e916f83-4dd3-4b68-ac2e-54e267e97533
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/biosecurity/policy-legislation-regulation/biosecurity-planning
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/Drought%20Nov%202019.pdf


 
 
 

 

Herbicide Resistance Testing 

 

 

 

The free herbicide resistance testing program is available to all growers who have grown Roundup Ready 

Flex® cotton in any of the prior 3 seasons. Growers can test key weeds present in cotton systems for 

resistance to program herbicides. To test resistance, growers need to follow these steps.  

1. Bayer have pre-printed testing envelopes that can be used for weed seed collection. Please contact 

your Bayer Regional Business Manager, or email cotton@monsanto.com. 

2. Samples will be sent to Plant Science Consulting, who will do the testing and provide results directly 

to the grower. 

 

How to decide when to irrigate?  

To help determine the best time to irrigate:   

• Monitor your soil moisture, root extraction patterns, daily water use and plant vigour. Take a shovel 

out and examine the roots to see where they are growing and if there is adequate soil moisture. Grab 

a small handful of soil and make a ribbon using your thumb if this ribbon sticks together there is 

adequate soil moisture. Ensure fresh roots are accessing this moisture. 

• As a rule of thumb, irrigate at 50 per cent available soil water within the root zone. 

• Check weather forecasts as hot and dry, cool or wet weather near the time of first irrigation can be 

detrimental to crop growth and water use efficiency. 

• Irrigate at a time that coincides with a hot spell if soil the looks like having limiting conditions. 

• Be careful not to overirrigate, this will limit root growth 

  

 

mailto:cotton@monsanto.com?subject=Herbicide%20Resistance%20Testing%20Envelopes
https://monsanto.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a0ec530bbeebef41ca2588acf&id=eed33ff5a2&e=e60337e6d7


 
 

 CSD Ambassador Update (10th December) – Darling Downs 

Larissa Holland – CSD Agronomist has provided us with an update on how the CSD Ambassador site and going to date 

this season. 

 Darling Downs Average Darling Downs  Range 

Row Configuration Solid 1m  Solid 1m, Single Skip, Double 
Skip,  

Previous crops Various, LF Cotton, LF 
barley, SF corn, LF Corn  

Mixture  

Planting Date 2/11/19 18/10/19 to 18/11/19 

Establishment Method Watered up Watered Up or Pre Irrigation  

Seed wet date 3/11/19 21/10/19-22/11/19 

Planting Speed (km/hr) 9.4 8-11 

Planting Depth (cm) 1.5 1-2.5 

Traffic Light Green   

Soil Temperature (oC) 22.5 15.5-26.6 

Planter uniformity index (%) 0.5 0.37-0.77 

Monitor rate 14.4 10.2-16 

Planting rate 13.7 9-11.1 

Final established plants 9.7 7.2-11.6 

Final establishment (%) 63.9 48-87 

 

➢ 6 Irrigated and 3 semi irrigated on the Downs  

➢ No dryland in ambassador program on the Downs, due to lack of rain and sub soil moisture 

➢ Hot dry weather coupled with cool nights and windy weather has slowed crop growth 

➢ On average plants were early squaring around 10th December  

➢ Between 7-8 squaring nodes likely due to poor conditions delaying onset of fruiting  

➢ Irrigated fields took longer than average to wet up putting further strain on water resources  

➢ Instances of Rhizoctonia and Pythium present on the Downs 

 

 

 

CSD Launches new tool to estimate the date of first flower 

CSD have launched ‘STEFF’ (Simulated Time to Estimated First Flower), a new online tool to assist growers and 

agronomists to estimate the date of first flower. 

 

https://csd.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e6fea650348f4f14739193246&id=ef6d230f41&e=2eb373bf88


 
 
The algorithm that supports the STEFF model has been developed by harnessing the power of the CSD Ambassador 

Network dataset, with the tool available for use by the whole of industry. It’s important to note that this version of 

STEFF is experimental and hence subject to evaluation this season. 

Click on the above link to access. 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 

• CGA Grower of the Year Field Day 
o 26th February 2020 

 
 
 
 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas.  May 2020 be filled with Good Health, Happiness and Drought 
breaking rain.  Thankyou for a great 2019 and I look forward to working with you all again next year. 
 
Each year brings challenges and what makes us stronger is how we choose to overcome them. 
 
 
Annabel Twine  
Regional Extension Officer – Darling Downs | CottonInfo  

M 0447 176 007 | E Annabel.twine@cottoninfo.net.au | W www.cottoninfo.com.au 
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disclose this email or the attachments or any information in them; please tell the sender immediately by return email that you have received the email in error, 

and delete the email and its attachments from your computer. 
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