
 

 

March 2019 

Welcome to the March edition of the cotton thread for the 2018/19 season.  

Climate update 

Finally the region has seen some rain with falls of up to 250mm recorded near Goondiwindi, albeit very localised. 

St George was less fortunate with the airport recording 4mm however there were some higher falls recorded. 

 

Despite the outlook from last month’s newsletter indicating dry conditions, it would appear that cyclone Trevor in 

the Gulf is set to send some rain into the region, assisted by Cyclone Veronica off the WA coast which is 

threatening to be the most intense cyclone for the current cyclone season for Australia. 



 
Source: wxmaps.org 

Day Degree Accumulation 

Following are charts for the Day Degree accumulation since October 1st , 15th and 31st for the St George and 

Macintyre areas. Both areas have now recorded the highest day degree accumulation on record for the period 

from October 1st  to March 21st, and the most Hot days (>= 36°C) as well. 

   

   

 

Crop Checks 

The latest report saw the continued presence and build-up of Silverleaf Whitefly (SLW) across both the St George 

and MacIntyre regions. A webinar held on Monday the 18th looked at Managing SLW Late Season and was 

presented by Dr Paul Grundy. He revealed that Movento® availability was limited. Other presenters in the 

webinar were Arthur Spellson (Director, Australian Cotton Shippers Association (ACSA) and Marketing 

Manager, Auscott Limited), who discussed post-harvest options and Dr Simone Heimoana (Research Scientist 

CSIRO) who discussed the factors that affect the discolouration of cotton lint, including insect honeydew, 

Date 2018 2017 Average Day Degrees

Hot Days 78 60 41.4 2723.75

Cold Shock 2 2 8.2

Date 2018 2017 Average Day Degrees

Hot Days 68 58 26.9 2502.5

Cold Shock 5 5 11.6



fungal infestations and weathering. A recording of this webinar will be replayed on Monday 25th March 

at 3pm (Qld time). To register for this replay, click here. 

 

MacIntyre Valley 

National Grower of the Year Field day 

The MacIntyre Valley Field Day Committee (MVFDC) and the Corish family hosted the Bayer Cotton Grower of the 

Year field day last Wednesday at the Corish property “Mundine”, Goondiwindi. The day was well attended and 

provided people an opportunity to “choose their own” topics of interest with a range of presentations running 

concurrently with farm tours. Congratulations to the Corish Family and the MVFDC committee for hosting a well 

organised and informative day. 

Border River Food and Fibre 

A general meeting of BRFF was held on Tuesday the 19th of March at the Goondiwindi Gateway to Training Centre. 

The meeting was well attended with presentations from water authorities (NSW and QLD) and Murray Darling 

Basin Authority local representatives. Follow up with Rachel Gresty at BRFF for full details admin@brff.com.au. 

 

Defoliation Tips 

Looking for some defoliation tips? Click here to access a snapshot of survey results of a number of key consultants 

across the cotton growing regions.  

Defoliation test strips in St George 

Local St George agronomist, Jamie Street has tested addition of ammonium sulphate (in the form of 2l of Liase®) 

to a standard defoliation mix he recommends after reading about enhanced Thiadiazuron uptake when combined 

with crop oil and ammonium sulphate. Results so far have been promising and has lead Jamie to use the mix on a 

wider scale.  
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Natural resource management 

Sustainable natural resources: how do you reap the benefits? 

Natural areas on and surrounding cotton farms provide benefits to the farming enterprise, known as ecosystem 
services. For example, natural vegetation can be an important year round habitat for beneficial insects, increasing 
natural pest suppression early in the growing season in adjacent fields. 

Diversity in vegetation can act as a refuge for cotton pests that haven’t been exposed to Bt toxins/insecticides 
used in cotton, providing an additional source of susceptible individuals, and slowing the development of 
resistance. 

And, healthy riparian vegetation can also store and sequester large amount of carbon. Riparian soils can also 
sequester carbon and improve nutrient cycling. 

Interested in more information, click here. 

CottonInfo cotton calendar 

CottonInfo's 2019 cotton calendar features a range of stunning fauna photographs from across the 
cotton industry, and top natural resource management (NRM) tips for cotton growers, including some of 
the key management principles for protecting fauna against such threats as habitat fragmentation, land 
clearing and invasive species. I have a small number of these remaining if you would like a copy or view 
the calendar online here. 

 

 

Follow the monthly “top tips” for natural resource management via the monthly Blog from Stacey Vogel. Her 

March Top Tips can be found here and previous month Blogs can be viewed here. 
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CRDC 

New Executive Director for CRDC – Dr Ian Taylor 

Richard Haire has announced Dr Ian Taylor as the organisation’s new Executive Director. More detail can be found 

here. 

The current edition of the Spotlight magazine has timely articles on: 

Optimising Spindle Harvester Operation – the article reviews studies showing that compressor plate 

adjustment, spindle tip clearance and use of scrapping plates can substantially affect fibre quality and turn out. 

Keeping an eye on module wraps – the article reviews the problem of plastic contamination in cotton and 

makes a series of recommendations to minimise contamination risk. 

A link to the magazine can be found here. 

 

Cotton Australia 

Cotton Australia News/Media – this site has a number of videos and articles promoting the Australian 

Cotton Industry utilising growers and responding to a number of the negative media articles of recent 

times. See local growers Drew Knights, Alana Brosnan and Sam Coulton in these promotional videos and 

be sure to share them on social media. 

Cotton Matters 

Catch up with the latest activities of Cotton Australia in the March publication of Cotton Matters. 

Growers are encouraged to lodge submissions against the below bill. Submissions close April 8. 

Ban the Export of Cotton Bill – send in your submission now 

Individuals, groups, CGAs and business are all encouraged to send in a submission to the federal Senate Inquiry 
into the proposed Bill to ban the export of cotton from Australia. 

The bill is being proposed by South Australia’s Senator Rex Patrick, and submissions close on April 8th, 2019. 

Cotton Australia is encouraging as many people and groups as possible to send in a submission, so the industry 
can share with politicians the importance of our industry and the impact it has on individuals and communities. 

Submissions can be short, and should focus on how a ban on cotton would impact on the person making the 
submission. Details can be found here. 

 

CSD  

Picking Considerations 

With harvest approaching or underway for many, CSD have published a flyer on Considerations for 

Picking in their weekly Facts on Friday newsletter. 
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CSD Grower Association visits 

CSD recently hosted a group of representatives from Cotton Grower Associations from across NSW and QLD, as 

well as a group of growers and industry representatives from the Northern Territory. 

The growers toured our new seed production, storage and dispatch facilities, as well as the Quality and Research 

Centre. They were also guided on a tour through the research and seed increase program at CSD Farms. 
 

What’s On  

25 March: Spray Drift Forum, St George, Balonne Skills Centre, 4pm (Qld time) 

26 March: Spray Drift Forum, Mungindi, Mungindi Golf Club, 9am (NSW time) 

26 March: Gramoxone 360 Pro Workshop, Mungindi Golf Club, 1pm (NSW time) 

19 April: Last day to register for the ChemClear collection of unwanted or obsolete agricultural and veterinary 

chemicals. Bookings are essential with ChemClear and can be made by contacting 1800 008 182 or using the 

online registration portal. 

June/July: CSD Cotton Management Tours – dates can be found here. 

 

Andrew McKay 

Regional Extension Officer - Border Rivers, St George & Dirranbandi | CottonInfo  

M 0407 992 495  | E andrew.mckay@cottoninfo.net.au | W www.cottoninfo.com.au   

 

 

 

http://online.chemsal.com.au/ChemClear/
http://online.chemsal.com.au/ChemClear/
http://www.csd.net.au/events/106-csd-cotton-management-tour---2019
http://www.csd.net.au/events/106-csd-cotton-management-tour---2019
mailto:Andrew.mckay@cottoninfo.net.au
mailto:Andrew.mckay@cottoninfo.net.au
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/
http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/

