
 

 

  Southern Valleys 9th December 2022 

Crop Stage Resow 2 -3 leaf, majority of crops 4-5 leaf  
6 -10 nodes on most advanced crops  
Early squares appearing on 10 % of these crops 

 
Irrigation Aggressive cracking in hills in last week 

Crops are getting first irrigation now and crops responding. 
 

Insects/Beneficials Minimal activity. Low thrip numbers and no mirids 
 

•  Weeds Pre-emergent herbicide damage evident due to rain events, time of sowing and 
herbicide mixes 

Other comments that pre-emergent herbicides have worked well in later sown 
crops 

Fleabane persisting. Crops will get a light cultivation when mature enough 
Glyphosate resistant Annual ryegrass missed due to rain events still causing 

problems 
Disease/Environmental Cold 

Crops growing away from Alternaria leaf spot. 
Rhizoctonia holding back development in some fields 
 

 
  

Comments Fallow sprays starting. Make sure your cotton crops are on Satacrop 
 
 
 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 
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Southern Valleys 22nd December 2022 

Crop Stage  
Big range from 2 -12 nodes, Earlier October planted crops around 10 nodes with 1 

to 2 squares. 
Slow growth over last few weeks at 1 to 1.5 nodes/week 
First fruiting branch 7th to 9th node 

 
Irrigation  

2nd Irrigation about to start before predicted heat next week 
 

Insects/Beneficials  
Low to moderate mirid numbers and Apple dimple bug 

 
•  Weeds   

A lot of fleabane and wireweed. 
More weeds around where pre emergents were dropped out due to the cold start 

Disease/Environmenta
l 

 
Pushing through disease setbacks now 
Some early squares flaring and expecting to see an environmental shed 
 

 
  

Comments  
Warmer weather welcome 
Low rate of mepiquat planned in next two weeks for more mature crops 
N strategy will be fluid and in line with crop potential 
First flower for a lot of crops mid to late January. 
 Check out CSD | Simulated time to estimated first flower 
 

 
 
 

 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 

 

https://csd.net.au/steff
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DATE – 20 December 2022 
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Feedback for this report included concern due to early signs of possible spray drift damage on crops. This is yet 

to be confirmed however provides a timely reminder to ensure all crops are loaded into Satacrop and that the 

WAND inversion tower network is now active to assist spray operators with determining the presence of 

hazardous inversion conditions.   

 

Day degree accumulation for the season continues to be slow and is well behind recent seasons and the 10-year 

average. Cold shocks (8) are above the 10-year average (5.2) and average temperature more than 3°C below it. 

Solar radiation accumulation has risen above the 10-year average after being below it in mid-November.  Warming 

conditions, the absence of heat shocks and plentiful water is seeing some crops starting to grow rapidly. The BOM 

temperature outlook continues to suggest average to cooler than average temperatures through until March with 

a hotter spell in the second week of January.   

https://satacrop.com.au/
https://app.wand.com.au/search
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/temperature/maximum/median/seasonal/1
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/temperature/maximum/median/seasonal/1


 

 

   

AREA Balonne 

Crop Stage • Crops range from around 4 nodes to 15 nodes with some flowers starting to open 

  Irrigation • Plenty of water. 

• Most crops at 2nd irrigation with early crops at 3rd irrigation 

Insects/Beneficials • Mirid presence fairly constant although up and down in numbers – some control measures 

implemented where deemed necessary. 

• GVBs and brown stink bugs around 

• Helicoverpa egg lays at up to 20/m and causing some square loss. Bollgard genetics controlling 

population.  

Weeds • OTT sprays and cultivation being used effectively. 

 

 
Disease • Fusarium is main concern and severe in fields with history and/or back-to-back. Plant loss 

occurring. 

• Crops starting to grow through BRR and rhizoctonia. 

 
Environment • Reports of possible drift incidents but too early to confirm or gauge severity   

Comments • Heavier country is slower to respond to warming conditions. 

 
 
 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by 

each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and other 

consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 



 

 

 

 

 

DATE – 9th December 2022 

 

By request, I will be including Brookstead in my graph and table reports going forward.  Enjoy. 
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AREA Darling Downs 

Crop Stage • 4-11 nodes 

• Cotyledon-12 nodes (majority 3-6 nodes) 

• Cotyledon - squaring 

Irrigation • May irrigate before Christmas if we don’t get forecasted rain 

• Rain needed especially for dryland  

• Overhead has had 40mm and will flush furrow blocks soon 

Insects/Beneficial • Mirids building in numbers 

• Thrips continue to be a problem 

• Mirid numbers increasing in well growing cotton.  Thrip numbers low but damage is visible due 

to slow growth.  Aphids found on regrowth  

• High levels of thrip activity 

Weeds • Milkthistle, gooseberry, sesbania and red pigweed 

• Fleabane continues to be a problem as well as vines 

• Feather top Rhodes grass 

 

Disease • Black root rot 

• Fusarium bad in seedlings 

• Alternaria, rhizoctonia, fusarium, black root rot 

Comments • Some rain has been helpful but not enough with the hot days 

• Crop development is slow until 6-7 nodes then it takes off 

• Starting to cultivate 

• Cotton still slow in areas and other areas growing well.  Can’t work out why such a difference 

• Wet then cold then very hot!!!! 

• Large areas of cotton have been affected by phenoxy herbicide.  Likely to be yield limiting 

• Loosing a few squares most likely from cool change a week ago.  Mirids may also be causing 

some to drop 

• Retention sitting at around 70-80% 

• Phenoxy damage around 
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Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 
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DATE – Thursday 22 Dec (CC 4) 

 

AREA Darling Downs 

Crop Stage • Cotyledons – 12 nodes 

• 4 – 15 nodes 

• 4 leaf – 15 nodes 

• 4-10 nodes 

Irrigation • Watering to get seeds up 

• Watering to cool soil down (Maryborough) 

• Starting before Christmas 

• Early watering due to weak seedlings and late seed bed prep 

• Laterals have run again but little flood done yet 

Insects/Beneficial • Starting to find mirids 

• Predators building 

• Mirids heavy in some areas but generally low-moderate pressure 

• Thrips still a problem 

• Mirids and thrips increasing in better cotton areas 

• Heliothis eggs being spotted 

• Lady beetles 

Weeds • Flaxleaf fleabane, barnyard grass, feathertop Rhodes grass, weird and wonderful weeds after the 

floods 

• Vines 

• Fleabane, fleabane, fleabane causing headaches everywhere 

 

Disease • Black root rot and Rhizoctonia 

• Some concerns about bonsai bunchy top 

• Fusarium 

• Black root rot holding back growth in some blocks 

 



 

 

Comments • Loosing some early fruit.  Retention low 

• Lovely days but cools nights and dry 

• Some blocks still struggling.  Likely the combination of long fallow disorder and cool nights 

• Squares from node 9 

• Day degrees is low  

• Some areas getting rain from storms but generally dry 

• 24D damage becoming evident, but slowly improving 

• Hail in some areas (Munduberra and Maryborough) Replanting 

• Been a trying start to the season 

• Growers replanting or destroying crops and reverting to other summer crops (Fraser Coast) 
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Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 



 

 

18th December 2022 

 

Day Degree 
Table 1: Seasonal Information based on 10th November planting date (Source: Cotton Seed Distributors) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.csd.net.au/


 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Day Degree comparison using the DD 1532, planting date 10/11/22 Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 

 

 

AREA Gwydir Valley  

Crop Stage Irrigated Cotton: 

• 3 leaf to 12 nodes 

• Crops sown before the flood are starting to take off and fruiting at 5th – 6th node. 

• Retentions 85%+ 

• Later planted cotton slow to establish 
Dryland: 

• 2-3 leaf to 7 nodes.  Some poor plant stands with dry weather. Desperate for a 
drink. 

 

Irrigation • 1st irrigation completed and 2nd irrigation underway on early cotton this week. 
 

Insects/Beneficial • Some fields have had mite sprays 

• Mirids building slowly. 

• Apple dimpling bugs about 

• Green vege bugs 

• Low level of beneficial insects – lady beetles, spiders, lacewings 

Weeds • Fleabane, Barn Yard Grass, Feather Top Rhodes Grass, Peachvine and Sow Thistle 
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https://crdc.sharepoint.com/sites/AllCottonInfo/Shared%20Documents/General/REOs/Janelle/needs%20to%20be%20sorted/Gwydir%20Grower/2020%20Gwydir%20Growers/November%202020/www.csd.net.au/ddc


 

 

Spray Drift • Some reports of spray drift (2, 4-D) onto Cotton has been reported in 

the Gwydir 

• Consultants concerned its happening already and worried about the 

coming weeks as harvest is finished and fallow sprays ramp up. 

• WAND Inversion towers for identifying “Hazardous Inversions” are up 

and running https://app.wand.com.au/ 

• Satacrop to identify sensitive crops areas https://satacrop.com.au 
 

 

Disease • Black root rot 

• Rhizoctonia 

• Fusarium 

Comments • “Usual peachvine, fleabane and FTRG and BYG in areas that missed residual” 

• “Mites flaring near sorghum & durum and riparian areas” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

The 2nd Gwydir AWM meeting was held 

on the 14/12/22 at Mallawa.  The key 

discussion was around early season 

establishment, mite management, spray 

drift, come clean go clean.  Ali Kuchel 

from CA was also there as she has been 

visiting the Cotton Circularity trial sites.  

These trials return cotton fabric waste 

back to cotton soils.  The soil health is 

being monitored by Dr Oliver Knox, UNE.  

https://app.wand.com.au/
https://satacrop.com.au/


 

 

2nd December 2022 

 

Day Degree 
Table 1: Seasonal Information based on 10th November planting date (Source: Cotton Seed Distributors) 
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Figure 1: Day Degree comparison using the DD 1532, planting date 10/11/22 Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 

 

Day degrees (1532 system) for the season have been slow to accumulate, which is not surprising with the 

average temperature being 3°C below the 10-year average. This, when combined with the 5 cold shocks (≤ 

11°C and 3 times the 10-year average of 1.6) has made for slow growing conditions.  

 

Around 15-20% of the Gwydir area was planted early Oct, before the flood, with a planting opportunity between 

10th and the 19th October.  The flooding in Moree occurred from 22/10/22 – 25/10/22, some people were 

back planting within leveed areas closer to Moree from the start of November onwards, with the largest area of 

irrigated cotton planted in the fortnight from the 10th November.  

 

Dryland has been challenging to get in with flooded country, then harvest, lack of people and short windows in 

between rain events during October and early November.  A few hot and windy days have also dried the surface 

out. Establishment has been patchy, some dry seed still in the ground.  Our dryland cotton crops/fields are 

needing a drink at present. Dryland area may back due to these conditions and time is running out. 

 

As you know cotton need heat units to drive growth and development and this season we are below average 

(Figure 1).  This will push back our 1st flower date.  You can use the CSD STEFF (Simulated time to estimated 

https://crdc.sharepoint.com/sites/AllCottonInfo/Shared%20Documents/General/REOs/Janelle/needs%20to%20be%20sorted/Gwydir%20Grower/2020%20Gwydir%20Growers/November%202020/www.csd.net.au/ddc
https://csd.net.au/steff


 

 

first flower) Tool to estimate the date of first flower.  Assuming your crop was planted into rain moisture on the 

10th November, the estimated time to first flower is 15th January (usually we would reach first flower by 

Christmas). Open the STEFF webpage (you will need to be a CSD member to access STEFF), select your location 

and imbibition date (time when seed absorbs soil or irrigation water) and the first flower date for your crop will be 

estimated. Further information: STEFF fact sheet. 

 

 

AREA Gwydir Valley  

Crop Stage Irrigated Cotton: 

• Emerging to 10 nodes and squaring 
Dryland: 

• Dry seed to 6 nodes 

• Still a lot to go in, but logistics with harvest and labour shortages has been 
challenging 

• Some fields now too dry to plant 

• Establishment variable – some fields planted just prior to the flood have required a 
replant, whereas other dried down and the seed has germinated with a reasonable 
establishment! The later sown cotton that coincided with some warmer days is up and 
away. 

• The quick turn around, a lot of back to back and poor seed bed preparation in some fields 
along with the cooler weather has impacted establishment this year. 

 

Irrigation • Much of the cotton was planted on rainfall, but the warm winds and a few hot days have 
dried things out and most crops have received their 1st irrigation in the last fortnight and 
the later sown crops watered up. 
 

Insects/Beneficial • The wet year has provided a “green bridge” supporting a range of insect pests. 
• There has been high incidence of heliothis egg lays on some of the early cotton, but of 

no consequence in the Bollgard varieties. 
• Mites have been commonly observed across the valley, but moderate thrip numbers are 

keeping them in check (mostly).  Remember we do have moderate level resistance to 
Abamectin in the Gwydir -  30% of mite populations surviving in 2021/22.   

• If you have used Abamectin for mite control, subsequent monitoring will be important. 
The IRMS (Insect Resistance Management Strategy 2021/22) states no more than 2 
applications in a season.  

• Generally, mites are controlled by beneficial insects such as thrips, big-eyed bugs, lady 
beetles, damsel bugs, so early season chemical choice is important. 

•  

https://csd.net.au/membership
https://csd.net.au/resources/41-steff--simulated-time-to-estimated-first-flower-a-new-online-tool-developed-by-csd


 

 

Insects/Beneficial • Mirid nymphs numbers building. 

• Apple dimpling bugs about 

• Low level of beneficial insects 

Weeds • Fleabane, Barn Yard Grass, Feather Top Rhodes Grass and Sow Thistle 

 

Spray Drift • Some reports of spray drift (2, 4-D) onto Cotton has been reported in the Gwydir 

Disease • Black root rot 

• Rhizoctonia 

• Fusarium 

Comments • “Growth very slow, we are way behind where the crop needs to be” 

• “Mites and mirids are coming from the Canola Stubble” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 



 

 

DATE – 14 December 2022 
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Day degrees (1532 system) for the season continue to be slow to accumulate, with the average temperature being 

3°C below the 10-year average. This, when combined with the 11 cold shocks (below 12°C) which is over double 

the 10-year average of 4, is perpetuating the slow growing conditions. Solar radiation remains above the 10-year 

average which, with warming conditions but the absence of heat stress, provides a platform for better growing 

conditions for the crop. The BOM temperature outlook continues to suggest average to cooler than average 

temperatures through until March with a hotter spell in the second week of January. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks/#/temperature/maximum/median/seasonal/1


 

 

 

AREA Macintyre Valley 

Crop Stage • Crops range from germinating to around 17 nodes. As at mid last week no flowers were 
reported as open although early crops are likely to be doing so now. 

Irrigation • Irrigations have commenced with no rain and beds drying out under windy conditions.  
 

 
 

Insects/Beneficial • Mirids scattered and building in areas with control measures undertaken for some crops. 
• Occasional GVB 
• Beneficials on the rise 
 Weeds • Being managed with in-crop sprays and cultivations. Persistent species reported include 

polymeria, peach vine, sesbania and volunteer cotton.   
 Disease • Plants starting to grow through rhizoctonia and pythium from early season 
• Fusarium causing seedling loss in some cases (ie. back-to-back with history of FOV). 
• Isolated cases of unconfirmed wilt in some back-to-back country. 
 

Environment • Mild and cool start still equating to slow growing conditions 
• Some reports of drift symptoms starting to show in a few isolated crops 

 
  Comments • “Long fallow fields have been slow” 
• “Lack of labor has made recent weeks constant and full on for growers trying to get things 

done”  

 
Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by 

each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and other 

consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 



  

 

DATE – 14th – 30 Nov 2022  
Please note Day Degree Calculations are in 1532 format to better reflect the DD the plant can use. Please email with any questions or further information 

you would like to see.  

 

 

Fig 1 : Trangie accumulated DD 10th of October planting  
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Figure 3: Day Degree comparison Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 

  
Fig 4: 7 day accumulated DD Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 
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Figure 5: Day Degree comparison Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 

 
Fig 6: 7 day accumulated DD Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 
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Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at 

www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out 

CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au   
 

 
OFF TARGET DRIFT EVENT 

There has been a major off target drift event covering a large area of the Macquarie valley.  

Early planted cotton has been affected – the pattern is sporadic and varies in severity from mild to severe.  

7-8 leaf cotton is expressing from 3- 4th node and 4-6 leaf cotton from the second node.  

The area covers from North and West of Warren through to Trangie according to reports so far.  

At this point 2/12/22 there is estimated 7000ha affected to some degree.  

The patters and occurrence rates suggest its not residual herbicide or condemnation but a widespread drift 

event.   

Please be sure to report affected Ha to Cotton Australia and to start awareness  campaigns in earnest as we 

come up to the most critical two weeks for drift event each season.  

The next two weeks will be very telling as to how widespread and how bad the damage has been.  As you can see 

from pic plants may grow out of it and some will be very affected.   

I will be compiling info to pass onto researchers and possibly testing some plants – keep your eyes open and 

report all areas affected.  

 

 

 

AREA MACQUARIE - Trangie Nevertire Narromine Warren  

Crop Stage • 0-8 leaf (Trangie)  
• 0 – 8 leaf (Nevertire)  
• 0 – 6 leaf (Narromine) 
• 4 – 8  leaf advanced is starting to square (Warren)  
• 4 – 8 nodes  
•  Irrigation • Lots of cotton established on moisture  
• Looking to irrigate around 18th of Dec (first in crop) 
• First in crop irrigation happening now  



  

 

Insects/Beneficial • Thrips  
• Thrips building  
• Mites in some fields starting to build – thrips should battle them out  

Weeds • 2nd OTT Glyphosate occurring  
• Clethodim applied where windmill grass present  
• Cultivation in back-to-back and where fleabane is a problem  
•  

Disease • Alternaria in back-to-back early season  
• Black root rot present where there is a history.   
• Lots of seedling disease present early season.  
• Rhizoc like symptoms on most seedlings due to conditions  
• Growing out of it in most cases  

Comments • Evidence of Group I damage in a large areas affecting plants sporadically  

 
 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

18th December 2022 

 

Day Degree 
Table 1: Seasonal Information based on 5th November 2022 planting date (Source: Cotton Seed Distributors) 
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Figure 1: Day Degree comparison using the DD 1532, planting date 5/11/22 Source www.csd.net.au/ddc 

 

Day degrees (1532 system) for the season have been slow to accumulate, which is not surprising with the 

average temperature being 3°C below the 10-year average. This, when combined with the 6 cold shocks (≤ 

11°C and twice the 10-year average of 2.3) has made for slow growing conditions.  

 

The average planting date for the Mungindi district is around 5th November.  It started on the 4th October, but 

opportunities were interrupted with floods and rainfall events.  There was another opportunity around 12th 

October.  Irrigated cotton planting was completed by 30th November. There is an estimated 20,000 ha irrigated 

cotton and 10,000-15,000 ha dryland. 

 

Dryland has been challenging to get in with flooded country, then harvest, lack of people and short windows in 

between rain events during October and early November.  A few hot and windy days have also dried the surface 

out. Establishment has been patchy, some dry seed still in the ground.  Our dryland cotton crops/fields are 

desperate for a drink. 

 

As you know cotton needs heat units to drive growth and development and this season we are below average 

(Figure 1).  This will push back our 1st flower date.  You can use the CSD STEFF (Simulated time to estimated 
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first flower) Tool to estimate the date of first flower.  Assuming your crop was planted into rain moisture or 

watered up on the 5th November, the estimated time to first flower is 11th January (usually we would reach first 

flower before Christmas). Open the STEFF webpage (you will need to be a CSD member to access STEFF), select 

your location and imbibition date (time when seed absorbs soil or irrigation water) and the first flower date for 

your crop will be estimated. Further information: STEFF fact sheet. 

 

AREA Gwydir Valley  

Crop Stage Irrigated Cotton: 

• Cotyledon to 14 nodes and squaring 
Dryland: 

• Dry seed to 6 nodes 
 

• Establishment variable – some fields planted just prior to the flood have required a 
replant, whereas other dried down and the seed has germinated with a reasonable 
establishment! The later sown cotton that coincided with some warmer days is up and 
away. 

• The quick turn around, a lot of back to back and poor seed bed preparation in some fields 
along with the cooler weather has impacted establishment this year. 

 
Irrigation • Cotton crops have received their 1st irrigation.  The earlier plant will get their 2nd 

irrigation this coming week. 

Insects/Beneficial • The wet year has provided a “green bridge” supporting a range of insect pests. 
• There has been some heliothis egg lays, but of no consequence. 
• Low levels of Mirids 

• Low level of beneficial insects 

Weeds • Fleabane, Barn Yard Grass, Feather Top Rhodes Grass and Sow Thistle 

 

Spray Drift • No reports of spray drift in the Mungindi district to date.  Some reports of spray drift (2, 4-D) onto 

Cotton has been reported in the Gwydir region. 

Disease • Black root rot 

• Rhizoctonia 

• Fusarium 

• NSW DPI early season disease surveys are completed with plant samples collected and currently 

being assessed in the lab. 

https://csd.net.au/membership
https://csd.net.au/resources/41-steff--simulated-time-to-estimated-first-flower-a-new-online-tool-developed-by-csd


 

 

Comments “Crops are delayed and we are in for another late season” 
“We are determined to cutout fields early so we can prepare properly for 2023/24!” 
“Cotton planted in early October now at 14 Nodes and should see first flowers between 
Christmas and New Year so 3 weeks slower than normal” 

 

Thanks to all the Mungindi crop consultants for providing the information for this weeks crop check. 
 

 

 

Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants 

by each CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and 

other consultants. The information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments 

received. 

This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the 

fullest extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or 

opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in this document. 

 

 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more 

specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DATE:21/12/2022 
AREA Central Queensland 
Crop Stage • Crops ranging from establishment to 25 nodes  

• Some of the earlier crops will be nearing cut-out  

Irrigation • Second irrigation on some farms  
• Some lucky enough to be under rain and have been able to hold off  
 
 Insects/Beneficial • Increasing mirid activity – insecticide still being applied in some paddocks with high mirid numbers 
• Increased thrips activity in some areas 
• Some green vegie bugs 
• Heliothis egg lay – medium, high in some areas with wet and cool conditions    
• Lady beetles, spiders, lacewings, red and blue beetles, damsel bug, big eyed bug, parasitic wasps 

Weeds • Moderate level  
• Milkthistle, sesbania and red pigweed  
• Fleabane 
• Feather top Rhodes grass 
 Disease • Back-to-back fields and those with history showing disease 
• Black root rot and verticillium wilt  
• Not favourable wet and overcast conditions for disease  

Environment • High temps over a couple days ranging from 38 – 42 degrees   
• Fruit retention is sitting pretty good  
• High rainfall in some areas  

   
Mirids  
What Damage? 
Adults and nymphs feed by piercing plant tissue and releasing a 
chemical that destroys cells in the feeding zone, resulting in the 
following symptoms: 

• localised leaf damage 
• terminal wilting of young plants 
• deformity (broom shaped) 
• shedding of squares and small bolls 
• damage to bolls (up to 15 days old) by causing warty growths 

inside carpel which causes discoloured lint 



 

 

• malformed bolls, delay of maturity 
• reduced lint and fibre quality. 

 
Monitoring and thresholds 
Mirids are a very mobile pest and populations can fluctuate rapidly so sampling needs to be done every three days. 
The beat sheet is the most effective means for estimating mirid numbers. Monitor for number of mirids as well as for 
tip damage and fruit retention on cotton plants. Adults cause more damage than the first three nymphal instars 
while the fourth and fifth instars do similar levels of damage as the adults. Heavy tip damage and fruit retention 
levels can also have an impact on control decisions. 
Thresholds based on beat sheet sampling vary between warm and cool areas due to the cotton plant’s ability to 
compensate for damage. 
Warm areas - Early season: 4 mirids per metre. Mid season: 3 mirids per metre. 
Cool areas - Early season: 2 mirids per metre. Mid season: 1.5 mirids per metre. 
Management 
Control alternative hosts including native weeds before crop establishment. 
Avoid broad-spectrum insecticides. 
Spray only when both insects and damage are at threshold levels. 
For chemical control options, read the Cotton pest management guide. 
 
Callide Dawson 
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https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/archive/business-priorities/plants/field-crops-and-pastures/broadacre-field-crops/integrated-pest-management/help-pages/insect-monitoring
https://cottoninfo.com.au/publications/cotton-pest-management-guide


 

 

 
 
 
Central Highlands  
 

 
 

Seasonal Day Degree and historical data is sourced from Cotton Seed Distributors Day Degree Calculator found at 
www.csd.net.au/ddc. For more specific day degree and crop management detail for your farm, field and variety check out 
CottonTracka® at www.cottontracka.com.au 
 
Disclaimer - © Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd 2021. The CottonInfo Crop Check is a summary of cotton crop information gathered from consultants by each 
CottonInfo Extension Officer (REO) for their valley. This information is collected on a regular basis to share with growers, researchers, and other consultants. The 
information is just a snapshot in time and does not claim to be a report for each valley; just a summary of comments received. 
This information is provided as a general guide only; not comprehensive or specific technical advice. Circumstances vary from farm to farm. To the fullest extent 
permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information, statement or opinion in this document or 
from any errors or omissions in this document. 
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