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Season progress 
Picking has just started in very good Autumn 
weather conditions with maximum 
temperatures well above average. 
A number of crops are nearly ready to pick 
with growers waiting for some good-sized top 
bolls to open. 
 

 
16th April picking under way in Murrumbidgee 

at Benerembah. 

Easter Monday rain in most of the south will 

delay the start of picking till later in the week 

and into next week. 

What the agronomists are saying… 
 
“Bulk of our crops will be picked in first two 
weeks of May”. 
“Early crops will start to be picked this week.” 

“Temps are as good as it gets for defoliation.” 
“Won’t have any honeydew issues.” 

 

Jon Welsh’s weather 

Planning for this year’s winter crop will be a 
tricky one – commodity prices are red hot, but 
the weather has not offered many dry land 
opportunities anywhere much on the east 
coast. On a positive note, the ENSO situation 
suggests we may dodge an El Niño in 2019 and 
clearly, we needed this like a hole in the head. 
The Indian Ocean Dipole forecast will be a key 
one to watch for southern growers. Forecast 
models are split in its behaviour this winter 
crop. Those who watched the on again-off 
again IOD forecast last year at planting know 
the IOD is erratic in Autumn. In summary, if we 
have a neutral ENSO and IOD combined then 
the high-pressure patterns and the SAM will 
likely dictate terms. In such a situation and no 
real negative influence from the climate, the 
odds of random rain bearing events occurring 
can improve, so there could be opportunities 
in this year’s winter cropping program.  
Manage your risk carefully this planting season 
and save your location in this site for a full 
model summary: 
https://weather.us/forecast/2142612-
yanco/xltrend/euro/precipitation 

https://weather.us/forecast/2142612-yanco/xltrend/euro/precipitation
https://weather.us/forecast/2142612-yanco/xltrend/euro/precipitation


 
 

 
 
Jon is the Technical Lead for CottonInfo for 
Climate and Energy. Each fortnight he puts out 
the CottonInfo Moisture Manager. To 
subscribe to CottonInfo follow this link. 
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/subscribe 

 
Defoliation priming trial 

Steve Buster (Rivcott/Summit Ag) has been 
working with Mike Bange (CSIRO) having a look 
at priming the cotton plant in the lead up to 
defoliation. A low rate of thidazrion (25 ml/ha) 
is applied at 7 NACB which happens for us 
about mid-March. The goal is to get earlier leaf 
drop at the first defoliation pass and speed up 
the time to picking by 7 to 10 days. A photo 
here showing the treatment and nil 
application. The trial will be assessed for 
quality to make sure micronaire is not 
compromised. 

 
 15 April Strip trial showing earlier leaf 
drop.                                                                 

Acid soils  

Some excellent work on the extent of acid soils 
in the Murrumbidgee and Murray valleys was 
done by Lake and Beecher (NSW DPI) back 
about 20 years ago. Still holds up today. See 
attachment. 

As more fields are being converted to row crop 
it is important to check the acidity level of 
topsoil and at depth (30- 60 cm). At low pH 
Aluminium can become more available and 
toxic to cotton roots. Cotton should be grown 
in soils with a minimum of 5.5 pH. Ideally pH 
should be 6 -6.5. 

The pH of the soil can be corrected by the 
application of lime during the landforming 
operation. It does take time for lime to react in 
the soil so it needs time to reach the desired 
pH. Soil tests before and after application are 
needed. 

Gypsum has no effect on pH but is a lot more 
soluble than lime and has also shown effects 
on reducing the availability of Aluminium 
which becomes more available in acid soils. 

http://eco-gem.com/gypsum-corrects-

aluminum-toxicity-subsoil/ 

Yield assessments 

A recent check of bales produced last season 
put the average yield for the Lachlan, 
Murrumbidgee and Murray at 10.5 bales/ha. I 
have seen estimates published at 11.7 
bales/ha so it was good to get the actual 
figures. 

What is the estimate for this season? I have 
not heard any yield reports yet as growers wait 
for ginning numbers to come back. 

There have been reports of yield estimates 
from 10.5 -14.5 b/ha in other valleys. 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/subscribe
http://eco-gem.com/gypsum-corrects-aluminum-toxicity-subsoil/
http://eco-gem.com/gypsum-corrects-aluminum-toxicity-subsoil/


 
 

The Variwise estimates I have been doing puts 
the small sample of 12 crops in the 10.3 to 
13.5 bale/ha range. There will be individual 
farm variation around that range, but it looks 
like being at least average yields to slightly 
above. The long-term average for Southern 
NSW is 10.8 bales/ha. 

2019 Cotton Collective 

This event will again be held in Griffith on the 

24TH and 25TH July and is a great way to make 

connections in the Cotton Industry. There will 

be a Cotton introduction session after lunch on 

the final day open to prospective, new and 

experienced cotton growers. 

NRM update 

The latest Fauna Calendar Blog on the 

importance of conserving and managing 

riparian zones now available on the CottonInfo 

website, link below 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog 

Dates coming up 

• IREC machinery demo day -16 May 
more details to come, follow IREC 
on Twitter. 

 
 

• Cotton Collective  
24- 25 July Griffith. 

• CSD Cotton Management Tour 
Monday 29 July Condobolin 
11am/Hillston 5pm 

Tuesday 30 July Hay 11am/Deniliquin 
5pm 

Wednesday 31 July Coleambally 
11am/Griffith 5pm 

• SVCGA Cotton Awards dinner 
 Friday 9 August.

 

Regards Kieran 
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