
 
 

 

June 2019 
 
Welcome to the latest regional newsletter.  Plenty of post picking reading and some food for thought is below.  In this 
edition you will find: 

❖ How to reap the benefits of natural resources 
❖ NRM Top Tips 1 & 2 
❖ Is disease still on your radar? 
❖  A presentation on ‘Global Cotton Demand’ by Cotton Incorporated 
❖ CottonInfo’s achievements for the first 6 years 
❖ CSD’s CMT Tour  
❖ Roundup Ready PLUS™ 2018/19 season summary 
❖ Summary results of  herbicide demonstration  
❖ Siphon-less irrigation field day wrap up 
❖ Dates for the Diary 

 
 
Sustainable natural resources: how do you reap the benefits? 

Natural areas on and surrounding cotton farms provide benefits to the farming enterprise, known as ecosystem 

services. For example, natural vegetation can be an important year round habitat for beneficial insects, increasing 

natural pest suppression early in the growing season in adjacent fields. 

Diversity in vegetation can act as a refuge for cotton pests that haven’t been exposed to Bt toxins/insecticides used 

in cotton, providing an additional source of susceptible individuals, and slowing the development of resistance. 

And, healthy riparian vegetation can also store and sequester large amount of carbon. Riparian soils can also 

sequester carbon and improve nutrient cycling.  Interested in more information, click here. 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/natural-resource-management


 
 

NRM Top Tips 1– Protect Hollows 

Did you know a River Red Gum has to be at least 100 years old to form a small hollow that’s suitable for an eastern 

pygmy possum. Larger hollows that would fit a large owl or brushtail possum, take over 200 years to form! 

In this month’s CottonInfo NRM Blog, Stacey Vogel (NRM TechLead, CottonInfo) talks to Anna Madden, a cotton 

grower near Wee Waa who has enhanced the habitat for microbats and owls by installing microbat and owlet boxes 

in areas of her farm where hollows were limited.  “They are another tool in our toolbox of pest management 

options”.  

Read the full blog here. 

 

Is Disease still on your radar?  

 

Pic. Fusarium Oxysporum Vasinfectum (FoV) found in fields this season and Mealybugs. 

 

 

It can be easy to take our foot off the pedal when it comes to farm hygiene “Come clean Go clean” still needs to be 
at front of growers minds and for good reason.  This season we saw fields affected by Fusarium and Verticillium 
within our valley, and an increase in mealybug infestations (see pics). 
So “Be a good Mate and Stop at the Gate” and encourage good farm hygiene and practices to reduce the spread of 
these disease and insects. 
For further information on disease incidence this season in the valley, come along to the Cotton Seed Distributors 
Management Tour in July for an update. 
 

Check out the link from CottonInfo for more https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/solenop sis-mealybug-spotted-
february-2017 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/nrm-top-tips-may-protect-hollows
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/solenopsis-mealybug-spotted-february-2017
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/solenopsis-mealybug-spotted-february-2017
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/solenopsis-mealybug-spotted-february-2017


 
 

Global cotton demand 

A colleague recently shared with me the following presentation by Cotton Incorporated (a marketing and research 

company funded by cotton growers in the US.).  There are some interesting slides on the future global demand for 

cotton. Also, some slides on microplastic pollution, comparing cotton with polyester and in regard to sustainability, 

where viscose is the villain, with 70 million trees cut down annually to make clothes from this chemical. In terms of 

Aquatic Biodegradation, after 250 days, some 76 percent of cotton is gone while only 4 percent of polyester has 

been degraded. 

https://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/2019/speeches/Jon_Devine.pdf 

 
 

 

CottonInfo’s achievements, our first six years  

CottonInfo is the Australian cotton industries extension program. We deliver the latest research and development, 

news, events and information to help cotton growers and consultants boost productivity, profitability and adopt best 

practice.  

• CottonInfo was formed in 2012 as the Australia’s cotton industry’s extension program by three joint 
partners: CRDC, CSD and Cotton Australia 

• Our purpose is threefold: to improve practices, improve R&D communication, and improve industry 
responsiveness. 

• We have a three part team: regional extension officers, technical leads and myBMP experts. 

• At the end of our first six years (June 2018): 
o 98% of consultants and 92% of cotton growers are aware of CottonInfo 
o We are considered a trusted information source by 89% of consultants and 94% of growers.  
o We have connected 14,000 cotton growers/consultants with over 990 extension activities. 
o 95% of consultants and 88% of cotton growers believe we have assisted with practice change in key 

areas.  
o 78% of cotton growers are participating in the industry’s myBMP program. 

• Take a look here to discover the impact of CottonInfo during its first six years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/2019/speeches/Jon_Devine.pdf
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/publications/first-six-years-cottoninfo-our-impact


 
 

The CottonInfo Team: 

 

 

 

 

 

Cotton Management Tour (CMT) 

Cotton Seed Distributors (CSD) are hosting the Cotton Management Tour again in 2019, with cotton growers, 

consultants and industry members invited to attend.  The dates for the Downs locations are provided below. 

More information will be provided in the coming month regarding venues and registrations for each location.  

A season review of the disease survey will also be given during this meeting. 

 

Tuesday, 16th July Pittsworth 10:00am 

Tuesday, 16th July Dalby 5:00pm 

 

 



 
 

Roundup Ready PLUS™ 2018/19 season summary (excerpt from the latest Bayer Cotton 

Connections May 2019) 

In 2018/19 Bayer launched the Roundup Ready PLUS™ program, which is designed to protect the longevity of 
glyphosate and the Roundup Ready FLEX® trait by rewarding cotton growers who use herbicides sustainably. The 
program encourages growers to use a range of weed control practices through product recommendations, 
educational tools and financial rebates.  
 

In its inaugural season, the program exceeded expectations:   

• 25% of all cotton growers participated in the program, across 11 valleys and 1,450 fields 

• 35% of the total cotton area was sprayed with a program participating product that had a non-glyphosate 

mode of action  

• Over 90% of growers participating in the program used more than one non-glyphosate mode of action in 

their cotton crop 

Bayer would like to thank all growers who participated in the 2018/19 program. 

 

Please refer to www.roundupreadyplus.com.au for further details.  

 

NRM Top Tips 2– What can you do to protect the terrestrial wildlife on your farm? 

Did you know that over 70 species of terrestrial wildlife (reptiles, birds, frogs and small mammals) found on cotton 

farms use logs and rocks as habitat?  What can you do on farm to help protect these species? 

The latest Fauna calendar blog now available on CottonInfo website, this month the blog includes a short video of 

some of the fauna who rely on logs and rocks for shelter. 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/nrm-top-tips-june-leave-large-logs-and-rocks 
 

 

http://www.roundupreadyplus.com.au/
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/nrm-top-tips-june-leave-large-logs-and-rocks


 
 

Herbicide demonstration 2018/19 
 

There has been a change in weed management practices with growers moving from applying residual herbicides in 

anticipation of a weed problem to dealing with weed issues post crop emergence using predominantly glyphosate. 

The use of other chemical or cultural methods to control problem weeds has reduced significantly during this period. 

These changes have resulted in a shift in the weed species found across cotton growing regions. Increasingly the 

broadleaf weeds flax leaf fleabane and sow thistle dominate weed spectrums in cotton crops with increasing weed 

burdens in the non-cotton component of the rotation. The glyphosate resistance level of weeds such as awnless 

barnyard grass, windmill grass and feather top Rhodes grass is rising.  

The demonstration aim, which was conducted by Eric Koetz, CottonInfo Technical Lead of Weed Management, was 

to highlight to growers that a diverse approach to weed control with less reliance on glyphosate will be required to 

protect and prolong its usefulness.  

 

Key Messages: 

• The commercial crop established 11.5 plants /m and there was no significant reduction in plant 

establishment averaged across all pre-emergent and residual treatments (11 p/m) 

• Yields from handpicks showed a significant reduction in lint yield from weedy control & Glyphosate alone 

(9.6b/ha), compared to pre-emergent pendimethalin with glyphosate OTT and Gesagard as a layby 

(13.2b/ha). 

• The importance of early weed control on crop establishment and growth and subsequent lint yield was 

clearly evident from this trial. The critical weed free period for the crop is in the first 300 DD or prior to first 

square. 

• Hand gin results had turnouts between 42 and 43% independent of herbicide treatment 

Even though recent CCA survey results show an increase in the use of residual herbicides, there is concern that this is 
masking a reduction in glyphosate efficacy on these problem weeds, i.e.glyphosate is not providing the weed control 
that it used to, resistance is slowly increasing and perhaps we are heading toward a tipping point. 



 
 

Siphon-less Irrigation Field Day, Moree 

North West Irrigation Australia (IAL) Regional Committee joined forces with GVIA and CottonInfo earlier this year 
and held a field day to look at the range of Siphon-less irrigation systems in place in the Northern cotton valleys. 

Some of the key messages out of the day were: 

• Soil type and slope will drive your design. 

• While there are 3 main designs used in the north, each one is unique to the farm, there will be differences in 
design depending on soil type, field slope, infiltration characteristic, flow rate. 

• Growers who have adopted siphon-less irrigation are seeing labour savings and machinery efficiencies, some 
have reduced tail waters and all have a better lifestyle 

• The questions surrounding these systems are about irrigation performance.  It hasn’t been measured, we 
don’t understand properly the uniformity of application and what the losses are. 

• Most believe there isn’t a significant change in water use or yield. 

• Flat designs – potential for drainage issues during wet periods. 

• There is definitely less control of water compared to a siphon system 

• Structures are costly 

• Generally reduce green area (although the % reported by growers varies). 

• Complexity of the system means it pays to work with a designer. 

A comprehensive field day booklet was produced and is available at this link. 

https://www.gvia.org.au/community-and-industry-initiatives/industry-partnerships/siphon-less-irrigation/Irrigation-
Guide_2019-NEW-Exec_4.pdf 
 

Dates for the Diary 

 
CSD Cotton Management Tour 

• Pittsworth – 10 am, 16 July 

• Dalby – 5 pm, 16 July 
 
CCA Cropping Solutions Seminar 

• 20-21 June, The Crossing Theatre, Narrabri NSW.  
• https://cropconsultants.com.au/events/cca-seminar-2019/ 

 

Cotton Collective 

• 24th-25th July, Griffith 
 

CCA Regional Workshop 
•  15 August,  Jondaryan 

 

2019 Australian Cotton Research Conference 

• Date: 28-30 October 2019, Armidale 
• For more information and to register http://www.australiancottonscientists.org/2019-conference/ 

https://www.gvia.org.au/community-and-industry-initiatives/industry-partnerships/siphon-less-irrigation/Irrigation-Guide_2019-NEW-Exec_4.pdf
https://www.gvia.org.au/community-and-industry-initiatives/industry-partnerships/siphon-less-irrigation/Irrigation-Guide_2019-NEW-Exec_4.pdf
https://cropconsultants.com.au/events/cca-seminar-2019/
http://www.australiancottonscientists.org/2019-conference/

