
 

 
 

December 2016 
Welcome 
A reminder for Growers and Consultants in the 
“Windy Station” and “Merrilong” areas that we 
are having a “Researchers Tour” next 
Thursday 15th December. This is a great 
opportunity to meet and talk research with the 
people actually doing the work and more 
importantly it is a chance for them to meet you 
and start to understand the issues and 
challenges you all face. So, if you have the 
time please come across for a very informal 
discussion in the paddock. Can you let myself, 
Peter Winton or Nick Beer know so we can 
bring enough scones. 
 
Cotton is at 6-7 nodes at Walgett and 10-11 
nodes at Breeza and everywhere in between 
with many of the 1st in crop irrigations 
complete. The general comment is that cotton 
is slow this season.  
 
Thrip damage is starting to dissipate as the 
crop begins to grow strongly with the warmer 
temperatures over the last 2 weeks. 
Rutherglen Bugs are coming out of Canola 
causing some damage and Mites are also 
being seen in a few crops as well but the major 
concern at present is the high number of Mirids 
with anecdotal reports that numbers are as 
high as they have even been at this time of 
year and are causing issues across the Gwydir 
and Macquarie as well and so sprays are 
going on for some early season protection. 
See below in my summary from the IPM 
Workshop some relevant comments made by 
Lewis Wilson in respect to the control of 
insects and adhering to the Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) guidelines. 
 
The winter cereal harvest continues to impress 
with over Chickpeas yielding up to 3 T/ha at 
Spring Ridge, Boggabri and Merah North and 
wheat crops from 3.5 T/ha to over 6tns/ha from 

Walgett to Spring Ridge. I did even hear of 
some biscuit wheat yielding over 7 T/ha down 
on the Liverpool plains. Most of the harvest is 
close or at the finish line although there is still 
wheat and Chickpeas to come off across the 
whole region, even Walgett. 

 
Badly tipped out cotton. 

 

Day Degrees Update 
A big part of the reason for the slow growth can 
be explained with our Day Degrees report for 
both Quirindi and Wee Waa for a planting date 
of 10th October. As of 7th December, at Quirindi 
we are 100 day degrees behind the same 
period last season. The two graphs below 
show the accumulated day degrees for the last 
4 years. 

 
 



 

 
 

The Wee Waa data suggests we are a little 
more than 100 day degrees behind the same 
period last season. This means that given an 
average 15 day degrees accumulated per day, 
a crop planted on the same day last season 
would flower about 6 actual days earlier, 
assuming both season temperatures are 
similar. 

 
 
IPM Workshop 
Thanks to all who attended the IPM workshop 
at “Kilmarnock”. The key messages to take 
home would be- 

 Control of insects should focus on 
whether it is sustained damage and fruit 
loss and not just about the numbers on 
the day. 

 Trials by Lewis Wilson showed that 
even with up to 80% early season leaf 
damage yield was not affected and only 
a slight delay in maturity was 
experienced.  

 Beneficial insects are present and so 
use the most selective chemical 
available. 

 Control only the fields with the insect 
pressure and not the whole farm. 

 Mite resistance to abamectin is 
increasing due to preventative 
applications with Mirid sprays. 

 Plants will compensate with research 
showing that resources are easily 
redirected from lost position sites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Disease Surveys 
The first disease survey of the season is 
almost complete with Black Root Rot (BRR) 
and Rhyzoctonia commonly being seen 
although most cotton is starting to grow out of 
it with the warmer weather. There is some 
evidence of some possible allelopathy from 
wheat stubble with the cotton planted around 
the middle of October appearing to be the 
most affected. This cotton appeared to much 
more affected in the header trails. 

 
Cotton planted on 14th Oct into wheat stubble with slow growth 
on the right. 

There is also some seedling death which is 
suspected as Verticillium Wilt and so if you do 
see some suspect cases let me know so we 
can get samples analysed. 

 
Seedling death suspected to be caused by Verticillium. 
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Weeds 
A lot of issues with fleabane and Windmill 
Grass control this season so far so I caught up 
with Graham Charles and asked him about a 
good strategy a grower could implement 
where Windmill Grass, possibly resistant to 
Glyphosate. 
The first thing to do is cultivation as Windmill 
grass has a very shallow root system and so is 
relatively easy to cultivate out. Given the full 
profile this year following a wet winter and the 
forecast for cold weather Graham would have 
been reluctant to put down a Group D prior to 
plant and would instead have applied as a 
directed spray post plant with maybe even a 
Group C, Prometryn as well. Another option 
would also have been the Group K herbicide, 
Dual Gold™ (S-Metolachlor) over the top, 
which is the only herbicide in this chemical 
group with a registration with cotton for over 
the top application. 

 
What’s on. 
15th Dec- Researchers Tour to “Windy 
Station” and “Merrilong” near Spring Ridge. 

25th Dec- Christmas Day 

16th Mar- Grower of the Year Field Day, 
“Connamara” Quirindi. 

 
Sayings of the Month 
“As I ate the oysters with their strong taste of 
the sea and their faint metallic taste that the 
cold white wine washed away, leaving only the 
sea taste and the succulent texture and as I 
drank their cold liquid from each shell and 
washed it down with the crisp taste of the wine 
I lost the empty feeling and began to feel 
happy”- Ernest Hemingway. 
 
*Notice- DON’T HESITATE TO ASK DUMB 
QUESTIONS-They’re easier to handle than 
dumb mistakes! 

 

Welshy’s Weather 
A great finish to winter crop for most with a 
clear run at harvest - thanks mostly to a 
negative SAM, keeping dry air and circulation 
patterns in the wrong place for rain. As the 
SAM phases out as the major climate driver for 
the Namoi we need some help from the tropics 
to feed into trough systems in eastern 
Australia. It is anticipated the cyclone activity 
will intensify over the north in the next week, 
later than expected. We need the Madden-
Julian Oscillation (MJO) to help and do 
something this summer. At this stage the MJO 
is benign and the negative SAM has not been 
helping. Oceans are warm in the right areas 
and the atmospheric conditions needed to 
transport this moisture to our region are not 
lining up just yet. Tropical systems are 
dynamic, so it is best to take 3-monthly 
outlooks with a ‘grain of salt’. Keep an eye on 
the Moisture Manager for updates. 

 
Where is That? 
Can anyone tell me where this photo was 
taken? 

 
Iconic shed on the Liverpool Plains. 

 
Until next time 
 
Cheers 
Geoff 
 
CSD Disclaimer:  General guide only, not comprehensive or specific 
technical advice. Circumstances may vary from farm to farm. To the fullest 
extent permitted by law, CSD expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or 
damage arising from the reliance upon any information, statement or 
opinion in this document or from any errors or omissions in the document. 


