
 

 

April 2019 

Welcome to the April edition of the cotton thread for the 2018/19 season.  

Climate update 

Conditions have been mostly fine since the March newsletter providing favourable conditions for cotton picking in 

the region. Easter has managed to deliver some rainfall contrary to the forecasts leading into the period. 

The CottonInfo Moisture Manager Outlook for the rest of April is warm and dry although some other sites are 

suggesting a minor chance of rain towards the end of April. The Moisture Manager seasonal outlook for the 

winter crop suggests little change from current conditions. Details can be found here. 

Day Degree Accumulation 

Following are the Day Degree accumulations since October 1st for the St George and Macintyre areas. Both areas 

have now recorded the highest day degree accumulation on record for the period from October 1st  to April 18th, 

and the most Hot days (>= 36°C) as well. 

 

 

https://us9.campaign-archive.com/?u=48d1c0404d4f8dbd74944aba3&id=cb9e0836a3


Crop Checks 

Feedback from agronomists indicates there was some variability in the success of defoliation perhaps largely due 

to the range of moisture (or lack of) across dryland and irrigated crops. The patchy March rainfall event around 

Goondiwindi has amplified this with re-growth in some crops. In general, most crops have been defoliated and 

picking is underway.  

The few showers/storms in late March seemed to have alleviated concerns around Silverleaf Whitefly (SLW) 

which had built up and persisted across the region in the latter part of the crop.  

Yields seem to cover the whole range with some dryland crops dropped out (determined not viable to pick) while 

“picker yields” of over 16b/ha reported on some fully irrigated crops. Hopefully the ginning data backs these up.   

Ginning Comments (thanks to Owen Webb, Namoi Cotton) 

In the MacIntyre Valley we have had the following observations: 

• Early irrigated crops that were 1 to 3 waters short yielded anywhere between 4 to 10 bales per hectare 

• Late finished irrigated crops have come in at the 11 to 13 bale per hectare mark 

• Cotton has generally been coming in dry and any trashier seed cotton samples have therefor cleaned up 

quite well. 

• Colour has been generally excellent with a lot of cotton being classed as 11s and 21s 

• Turnout on irrigated cotton has been variable with a range between 40.5% to 45% being achieved so 

far.  The range is narrowing as get into the cotton that had a better finish 

• Dryland crop yield has ranged between 0.5 to 1.5 bales per hectare. 

• A big percentage has been stripped rather than spindle picked this season which has had a negative 

impact on turnouts. 

• From a classing perspective, the colour has been very good however we are seeing significant discounts 

for short staple, low micronaire and low strength. 

CottonInfo achievements, our first six years 

CottonInfo is the Australian cotton industries extension program. We deliver the latest research and 

development, news, events and information to help cotton growers and consultants boost productivity, 

profitability and adopt best practice. 

• CottonInfo was formed in 2012 as the Australia’s cotton industry’s extension program by three joint 

partners: CRDC, CSD and Cotton Australia 

• Our purpose is threefold: to improve practices, improve R&D communication, and improve industry 

responsiveness. 

• We have a three part team: regional extension officers, technical leads and myBMP experts. 

o At the end of our first six years (June 2018):  

o 98% of consultants and 92% of cotton growers are aware of CottonInfo 

o We are considered a trusted information source by 89% of consultants and 94% of growers. 

o We have connected 14,000 cotton growers/consultants with over 990 extension activities. 

o 95% of consultants and 88% of cotton growers believe we have assist with practice change in key 

areas. 

o 78% of cotton growers are participating in the industry’s myBMP program.  

• Take a look here for more details on the impact of CottonInfo during its first six years. 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/publications/first-six-years-cottoninfo-our-impact


Natural Resource Management 
Follow the monthly “top tips” for natural resource management via the monthly Blog from 

Stacey Vogel. Her April 2 part Blog considers the conservation, restoration and management 

(focused on grazing of domestic stock) of riparian zones. Details can be found here . 

 

 

CRDC 

Cotton Grower Research Priority Survey 2019   

Cotton Australia would like to give all growers an opportunity to identify research priorities for investment 

through the Cotton Research and Development Corporation (CRDC). Each season, grower bale levies are invested 

back into the industry through CRDC funded research. This is your opportunity to have a say in the future research 

direction of your industry. The survey link can be found here. Survey is open until April 26th. 

 

CRDC RD&E Investments 2018-2019 

Do you want to update on current research investment by the CRDC? Details of investment projects can be found 

here. 

Keeping an Eye on Module Wraps 

Maintaining Australia’s reputation for clean cotton requires focus on how we handle new technology in round 

module harvesters. Plastic wrap contamination is a growing issue. Find out more here.  

 

Cotton Australia 

Cotton Australia's 2019 Federal Election Priorities 

Cotton Australia’s election priorities have been developed in conjunction with National Farmers’ Federation and 

other agricultural bodies so that together we can provide a united voice for rural and regional communities and 

ensure our local candidates share our commitment to a strong and sustainable farm sector.  

The cotton industry encourages all candidates to support sensible policies, as outlined in our four major priority 

areas: 

• WATER SECURITY: Smart water policy that improves the health of our waterways, makes our farms more 

productive, and our regional communities more resilient. 

• RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT: Policy to protect the assets, systems and technologies we have now and 

innovating for the future. 

• ESSENTIAL SERVICES (energy, telecommunications and transport): Vibrant cotton communities sustained by a 

diverse economy with access to services and technology that foster innovation. 

• WORKFORCE, EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Capable people supported by a skilled, cohesive and diverse 

workforce. 

 
Additional details can be found here. Cotton communities have been encouraged to engage with local candidates 

to promote these policies and to use the policy tiles found in the preceding link in social media posts. 

https://whttps/www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4926640/2019-Grower-R-D-priority-survey
http://www.crdc.com.au/sites/default/files/pdf/CRDC%20Project%20List%202018-19_0.pdf
Maintaining%20Australia’s%20reputation%20for%20clean%20cotton%20requires%20focus%20on%20how%20we%20handle%20new%20technology%20in%20round%20module%20harvesters.
https://cottonaustralia.com.au/news/article/cotton-australia-launches-2019-federal-election-priorities


Cotton Australia News/Media – this site has a number of videos and articles promoting the Australian Cotton 

Industry utilising growers and responding to a number of the negative media articles of recent times. See growers 

Trini Coupland, Mick Humphries, Scott Vincent, Alexandria Galea and Peter Winter in these promotional videos 

and be sure to share them on social media. 

Cotton Matters 

Catch up with the latest activities of Cotton Australia in the April publication of Cotton Matters. 

Topics covered include: 

• Cotton education a focus at the Sydney Royal Easter Show 

• Cotton industry’s growth in the Northern Territory a focus of Katherine Field Day 

• Fashion brands and retailers learn about industry at Camp Cotton 

• Queensland Government minister visits St George cotton farms 

• Growers reminded cattle must not graze on failed cotton crops 

• Bonds choose Aussie cotton to ensure Comfy Livin’ 

• Improve your work practices with Farm Safety Week in Moree 

• The Australian Farmer Volume II officially launched 

 

CSD  

Considerations for Ginning 

The CSD April 5th publication of “Facts On Friday” covers factors that influence ginning of cotton and the resultant 

sample quality. Details can be found here.  

Cotton Management Tours 

Planning for the 2019 Cotton Management tours is well underway. Locations and dates can be found via the link 

in the “What’s On” section below.  

 

What’s On  

April 26: Cotton Grower Research Priority Survey closes. Survey link here. 

May 21 - 31: Farm Safety Week in Moree 

June/July: CSD Cotton Management Tours – dates and locations can be found here. 

June 20 & 21: CCA Cropping Solutions Seminar, Narrabri 

 

Andrew McKay 

Regional Extension Officer - Border Rivers, St George & Dirranbandi | CottonInfo  

M 0407 992 495  | E andrew.mckay@cottoninfo.net.au | W www.cottoninfo.com.au   

 

 

https://cottonaustralia.com.au/news
https://cottonaustralia.com.au/cotton-classroom/cotton-in-the-news
https://cottonaustralia.com.au/cotton-classroom/cotton-in-the-news
http://www.csd.net.au/fofs/369-considerations-for-ginning
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4926640/2019-Grower-R-D-priority-survey
http://www.csd.net.au/events/106-csd-cotton-management-tour---2019
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