
 

14th March 2019 
 

Crop/Bug Check (week ending 10th February) – Moree 
Crop Stage  

 Stripping has started in dryland and defoliation started on irrigation 

 Fields with full water had final irrigation this week 
Insects/Beneficial’s  

 While most irrigated fields have received an admiral, control has been variable with some 
fields requiring another spray (Pegasus, Skope or Movento) where SLW numbers continue to 
cause a problem.  

 Significant control issues on some fields where SLW numbers (adults and nymphs) remain 
high and still 2-3 weeks off defoliation. 

 Thrips still active, but won’t be a problem 

 Low numbers of SLW parasites 

 Late season mirids are challenging 
Disease  

 Fusarium and Verticillium wilt detected in a number of fields, expect some impact on yield 
(5-10% decline). 

 
What the consultants are saying: 
“SLW ok, haven’t had to re-spray, early season insecticide use a factor” 
“Beneficial numbers quite good, but only seeing low levels of parasitism” 
“Irrigation fields required a knockdown SLW spray 3-4 weeks after using Admiral” 
“Mirids still causing concern in late crops” 
“Dryland crop has had its first defoliant applied late last week. White Fly never reached numbers that 
needed spraying, there has been high numbers of beneficials all season. Ended up only doing two 
Regent sprays at low rates for Mirids”.  
 
Please note, that all agronomic decisions should be based around your crop and the pests found in it. This is 
a summary of responses from 3 consultants based in the Gwydir district.   
 

 
 
 
 



Day Degrees - Moree 
Accumulated day degrees from planting date of 1 November until 12th March - Moree 

 From 1st Nov: 2086 

 2017: 1940 

 2016: 2083 

 Long Term Average: 1779 
 

 
 

Date 2018 2017 2016 Average 

Hot Days 61 51 61 24.2 

Cold Shock 2 3 8 4.8 

Day Degrees - Mungindi 
Accumulated day degrees from planting date of 1 November until 12th March - Mungindi 

 From 1st Nov: 2280 

 2017: 2126 

 2016: 2258 

 Long Term Average: 2149 
 

 
 

Date 2018 2017 2016 Average 

Hot Days 80 66 81 44.9 

Cold Shock 1 2 6 3.2 

 
From a day degree point of view this season has been the hottest on record.  It’s also probably been 
the driest across the valley.  I’m hearing reports of good defoliation with the 1st pass.  In 2016 we 



had a hot dry year and we did run into some issues with defoliation and the abscission layer on the 
leaf being impacted.  Please note that the current climate for cotton growers is one in which we 
cannot afford to put a foot wrong, we are urging consultants , growers and applicators to be 
cautious when applying defoliants this season, if you need more info on the guidelines please click 
on the links to make sure we are meeting the requirements. Here is a blog put together by 
CottonInfo with some tips from last season.   
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/defoliation-what-do-consultants-say 
See chapter 20 of the cotton production manual 
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/ACPM%202018.pdf 
FibrePak – see chapter 11  FibrePak  
Using harvest aids in cotton video ; Crop physiologist Mike Bange (CSIRO) explains the various types 
of end-of-season harvest aids and discusses some of their pros and cons. 

AWM Meeting TODAY Thursday 14th March  3:30pm at Norwood 
Date: Thursday 14 March 
Time: 3:30pm 
Location: “Norwood”, Gingham Rd, Moree. Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/ppuGjug5Mqx 
For more information, contact: Janelle Montgomery or Lou Gall  
One location, great speakers (including Peter Glennie and his passion for natural resource 
management (NRM)) and a farm tour including the Gwydir Raft. 

 The CSIRO Plant Breeding Team have been conducting their trials on Norwood for 39 
years!  Warwick Stiller will show you around his 18-19 trials getting some insights as to 
what’s in the pipeline with our Australian cotton genetics. 

 Dr Cate Paull, CSIRO and Dr Harry Balcombe, Griffith University are also travelling to Moree 
to talk to us about their latest research.  Their focus is on IPM and natural resource 
management.   Cate will discuss what you can do on your farm to attract beneficial insects 
and create a landscape that suppresses pests.  Harry will discuss how to protect and 
enhance the riparian areas on your farm. 

 Dr Jamie Hopkinson, Entomologist, QDAF and Paul Grundy will also be in attendance.  While 
most of you will know Jamie for his work with insecticide resistance monitoring, he also has 
a wealth of knowledge of cotton pests and beneficials. 

 Bug4Bugs demo of drone release of Predatory wasps. 

 CRDC and CottonInfo have a variety of NRM projects and activities, Stacey Vogel, NRM Tech 
Lead, CottonInfo will provide an update. 

Thanks to the Team at Norwood for hosting our AWM meeting.  
Drinks are sponsored by Sumitomo and Bayer. 

Late Season SLW Management – Webinar Monday 18th 4pm (NSW 
time)  
From boll opening until leaf drop it is critical that silverleaf whitefly (SLW) are managed to a level 
that prevents sticky cotton lint. This is particularly important this season, with hot and dry conditions 
set to continue. 
 
Join CottonInfo’s IPM technical lead Paul Grundy for a webinar on managing SLW late season: 
including key questions and considerations. 
Date: Monday 18 March 
Time: 4pm (NSW); 3pm (QLD) 
To register, visit: https://bit.ly/2Jcaa0j 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/blog/defoliation-what-do-consultants-say
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/ACPM%202018.pdf
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/sites/default/files/documents/FibrePak_%202nd%20edition%20web_0.pdf
https://bit.ly/2XG6nvs
https://goo.gl/maps/ppuGjug5Mqx
https://bit.ly/2Jcaa0j


 If numbers have built up or honey dew starting to accumulate since the pyriproxyfen closed 
consider the use of a knockdown product to reduce numbers during boll opening. 

 If you are worried that control might still be necessary before defoliation, products such as 
spirotetramat (Movento®), diafenthiruon (Pegasus®), acetamiprid/emamectin (Skope®), 
cyantraniliprole (Exirel®) or dinotefuran (Starkle) should provide effective control for any 
late season build-up depending on the situations circumstances. 

 Remember that the objective is to limit the opportunity for honey dew contamination of the 
lint. Even mild honeydew can cause problems.  

 
Useful SLW CottonInfo publications:  Avoid a sticky situation,  Bringing your crop home: SLW 
management and  Managing silverleaf whitefly in Australian cotton 
 
 

Farm Trial – Soybean as a SLW Trap Crop 
Greg & Jan Hamilton of Mungindi have trialled the use of soybeans 
as a trap crop for managing Silverleaf Whitefly.  The idea came after 
discussions with Dr Richard Sequeira (Entomologist, QDAF) about 
other management options for SLW.  Greg has provided a great 
account of what happened during the season.  It appears to have 
legs, enjoy the read (I certainly did).  But, seriously thanks to Greg for 
having the drive to trial this new concept on farm and sharing the 
results.  I know the Gwydir CGA are keen to follow on from this in the 
Gwydir next season. 
See Greg’s report attached. 

 
 

What are the researchers up to in our district? 
Dr Duy Le, Pathologist, NSW DPI, Narrabri conducted the late 
season disease surveys this week in the Moree district. CottonInfo 
assist in the field with these surveys.  In the Gwydir we visit 11 
different farms and survey 16 fields.  Despite the dry season, 
Fusarium and more so Verticillium Wilt were detected in a number 
of fields.  Also low levels of alternaria  It appears impact on yield 
may be nominal in these fields, but inoculum levels are a concern for 
when we have a wet season. 
 
 
 

Paul Grundy and Jamie Hopkinson, QDAF, Toowoomba will be in Moree this Thursday (14th March) 
to attend the Gwydir AWM meeting.  They will also be collecting SLW adults for resistance testing 
while they are in the district. 
 

Dates for the Diary 

 

 Gwydir West AWM 
o Date: Thursday 14th March 2019 
o Time: 3:30pm 
o Location: “Norwood”, 133 Gingham Rd, Moree 
o Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/3JQ1Q7z14vH2 
o Refreshments sponsored by Sumitomo and Bayer 

https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/publications/insects-avoid-sticky-situation
https://mailchi.mp/crdc/cottoninfo-e-newsbringing-it-home?e=5354016ee6.
https://mailchi.mp/crdc/cottoninfo-e-newsbringing-it-home?e=5354016ee6.
https://www.cottoninfo.com.au/publications/managing-silverleaf-whitefly-australian-cotton
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fgoo.gl-252Fmaps-252F3JQ1Q7z14vH2-26data-3D02-257C01-257C-257C07294c4d496f4538ba1608d650baa971-257C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa-257C1-257C0-257C636785159972852220-26sdata-3Df3qI4wHmKwnRuDjUqpqDTWRqVdZnyPZ5VjsP6tTgVig-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=tpTxelpKGw9ZbZ5Dlo0lybSxHDHIiYjksG4icXfalgk&r=wTYzkbWmG4R3nnApUjY8IB81XN6qGcdpN4vLSDNoW9I&m=GVTs0u7eeeC1DW9VkwKPfjsHNX9nKIweb-I3Tcnfdn8&s=3adW_ibch6voaqgMPl6Gqo-TDOIrbDBgQ7Wiv0LTZD0&e=


 

 CottonInfo SLW late season - Webinar 
o Date: Monday 18th March 2019 
o Time: 4pm NSW Time 
o To register: https://bit.ly/2Jcaa0j 

 

 
 

 Dryland Cotton Field Walk 
o Date: Tuesday 19th March 2019 
o Time: 10am 
o Location: Stuart Gall’s, Wondah Rd, 20km south Moree. 
o To discuss the hard decision about not harvesting, silage, stock feed, CSD Seed Back, 

end of March Defoliation and pupae control. 
o For more information and to RSVP contact Chris Maunder, B&W Rural, Moree.  M. 

0429667033 
 

 Bayer Cotton Grower of the Year Field Day - Goondiwindi 
o Date: Wednesday 20th March 2019 
o Time: 7:00am buses depart at 7:30 from Goondiwindi Town Park for “Mundine” 
o Location: Mundine, Goondiwindi 
o RSVP Jess Strauch by 8th March, M: 0427 790 056 
o Flyer attached 
o Supported by Macintyre Valley Cotton Field Day Committee 

 

 Summer Cropping Field Day  
o Date: Thursday 28th  March 2019.  
o Time: 1pm 

https://bit.ly/2Jcaa0j


o Location: Conference Room, University of Sydney, I.A. Watson Grains Research 
Centre, Newell Highway, Narrabri.  

o Travel between sites on a courtesy bus  
o Day concludes with a BBQ at 5pm.  

Field trial presentations/demonstrations include:  
• Cover crops – Dr Asad Shabbir, USyd.  
• Summer crop residual herbicides – Harry Pickering, ADAMA.  
• Stripper front stubble management – Annabelle Guest, DCRA.  
• Cotton variety and row spacing - Bob Ford, CSD.  
• Cotton planter bar – Geoff Hunter, DCRA.  
• PGR’s and dryland cotton growth and development – Dr. Michael Bange. CSIRO.  
• Aquatill cotton termination – Annabelle Guest, DCRA.  
• Weed Chipper – Dr. Michael Walsh, USyd.  

o RSVP by Monday, 25 March to Melissa Eather Ph. 67992205, 
Melissa.Eather@sydney.edu.au 

o Flyer attached  
 

 Cotton Australia Social Media Training 
o Date: 3rd April 2019 
o Time: 11:00am – 1:30pm 
o Location: GVIA Office, 100 Balo St, Moree 2400 
o RSVP Alec Macintosh 0428618004 
o I can thoroughly recommend going to this training, I attended the Mungindi 

workshop recently. Rob Virtue, the Communications Manager for Digital Strategy for 
Cotton Australia is an excellent presenter. Great opportunity to refine your online 
and social media skills or for some, learn how Facebook, Instagram and twitter 
work!   
 

Janelle Montgomery 
 
Regional Extension Officer | Gwydir, Mungindi | CottonInfo 
M 0428 640 990 | E janelle.montgomery@cottoninfo.net.au | W www.cottoninfo.com.au  

 

 
 
NOTICE: This email and any attachments are confidential to Cotton Seed Distributors Ltd. If you are not the intended recipient, you are not 
authorised to use or disclose this email or the attachments or any information in them; please tell the sender immediately by return email 
that you have received the email in error, and delete the email and its attachments from your computer. 
 
To Unsubscribe to the Gwydir & Mungindi Grower, please email janelle.montgomery@cottoninfo.net.au 
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