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Withholding periods
Sharna Holman, QLD DAF and CottonInfo

Withholding periods (WHP) is the minimum time period from when 
a pesticide is applied to when the treated area is allowed to be 
grazed, cut for fodder or harvested. Some pesticide labels prohibit 

grazing by livestock or cutting fodder for livestock. Where a product has a 
no grazing WHP, crops treated with the product should not be grazed prior 
to harvest. Stock that graze the stubble or are fed by-products of the treated 
crop may develop detectable residues of the chemical. Growers should read 
the label and contact the chemical manufacturer for advice on managing 
chemical residues in stock. 

Pesticide users must comply with these instructions or they may be 
prosecuted under offence provisions of the Pesticides Act 1999 for use of a 
pesticide in disregard of a label.� �–���–���–

TABLE 43: Withholding period after application for 
common chemicals
Active ingredient Crops not to 

be harvested 
for: 

No grazing or cutting as 
stock fodder for: 

Insecticides/miticides 
Abamectin 20 days 20 days

Acetamiprid 10 days Do not graze or cut for stock 
fodder.

Alpha-cypermethrin 14 days Not stated.

Amitraz 21 days Not stated.
Amorphous silica 0 days 0 days
Bacillus thuringiensis 0 days 0 days
Bifenthrin 14 days Do not allow livestock to graze 

crops, stubble or gin trash.
Beta-cyfluthrin 28 days Not stated.
Chlorantraniliprole 28 days Do not allow livestock to graze 

crops, stubble or gin trash.
Chlorantraniliprole/
Thiamethoxam

28 days Do not allow livestock to graze 
crops, stubble or gin trash.

Chlorfenapyr 28 days Do not allow livestock to graze 
crops, stubble or trash. 

Chlorpyrifos-methyl 28 days Not stated.
Clothianidin 5 days Do not graze or cut for fodder. 

Do not allow livestock to graze 
crops, stubble or gin trash.

Cyantraniliprole 14 days Do not graze or cut for fodder. 
Do not allow livestock to graze 
crops, stubble or gin trash.

Cypermethrin 14 days Not stated.
Deltamethrin 7 days Not stated.
Dicofol 7 days Do not graze or cut for stock 

fodder.
Diafenthiuron 14 days Do not feed treated cotton fodder 

or cotton trash to livestock.
Dimethoate 14 days Do not graze or cut for stock 

fodder. Do not feed cotton fodder, 
stubble or trash to livestock.

Dinotefuran 14 days Do not graze treated cotton crops 
or cut for stockfeed. Do not feed 
cotton trash to livestock.

TABLE 43: Withholding period after application for 
common chemicals
Active ingredient Crops not to 

be harvested 
for: 

No grazing or cutting as 
stock fodder for: 

Insecticides/miticides 

Emamectin benzoate 28 days Do not harvest, graze or cut for 
stock fodder for 4 weeks after 
application. Do not feed trash to 
animals including poultry. 

Esfenvalerate 7 days Not stated.
Etoxazole 21 days Do not graze treated crops or 

feed cotton trash to livestock.
Fipronil 28 days Do not graze or cut for stock 

fodder.
Gamma-cyhaldthrin 21 days See label for the Export Slaughter 

Interval (ESI).
Helicoverpa NPV 0 days 0 days.
Imidacloprid 0 days Do not allow livestock to graze 

crops, stubble or gin trash.
Indoxacarb 28 days Do not allow livestock to graze 

crops, stubble or gin trash.
Lambda-cyhalothrin 21 days Not stated.
Magnet® WHP varies 

with insecticide 
mix –see label.

WHP varies with insecticide mix 
– see label.

Methidathion 3 days Not stated.
Methomyl 0 days Do not graze or feed crop to 

animals.
Omethoate 21 days Not stated.
Paraffinic oil 1 day Adhere to the withholding 

periods specified on the label of 
the companion products used.

Pirimicarb 21 days 21 days
Phorate 70 days 70 days
Profenofos 28 days Not stated.
Propargite 28 days Do not feed cotton trash, stubble 

or failed crops. 
Pymetrozine 28 days Do not graze crop stubble or gin 

trash.
Pyripoxyfen 28 days Do not graze or cut for stock 

fodder. Do not feed treated cotton 
trash to livestock.

Spinetoram 28 days Do not graze or cut treated cotton 
crops, stubble or gin trash.

Spirotetramat 21 days Do not feed cotton fodder, 
stubble or trash to livestock.

Sulfoxaflor 14 days Do not feed cotton trash to 
animals.

Thiamethoxam 28 days Do not allow livestock to graze 
crops, cotton stubble or gin 
trash.

Thiodicarb 21 days 21 days

Growth regulator and defoliant chemicals

Dimethipin 7 days 7 days
Ethephon 14 days Do not graze
Mepiquat 28 days Do not graze
Paraquat + diquat 7 days 1 day (livestock) 7 days (horses).
Pyraflufen-ethyl 7 days Do not feed cotton trash or 

stubble
Sodium chlorate 0 days Do not graze treated areas or 

feed cotton trash to livestock.
Thidiazuron 0 days Do not graze or cut for fodder
The WHP given may not be the same for all products with that active ingredient.
Always check the label.
Refer to Tables 18, 38 and 40 for the trade names of active ingredients.
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myBMP team
The myBMP team run the industry’s best management practice program, myBMP. Contact the myBMP team to learn more 
about - or to participate in - myBMP. 

        Rick Kowitz    Nicole Scott    Guy Roth 

myBMP Manager
P: 0427 050 832
E: rickk@cotton.org.au

myBMP Customer Service Officer
P: 1800cotton (1800 268 866)
E: nicoles@cotton.org.au

myBMP Lead Auditor
P: 02 6792 5340
E: guyroth@roth.net.au

Meet our team

Visit us at: www.cottoninfo.com.au

Regional Development Officers
Regional Development Officers provide cotton research outcomes and information directly to growers, agronomists, 
consultants and agribusinesses in each region. Contact your local Regional Development Officer for the latest research, 
trials and events in your area. 

Led by CottonInfo Program Manager, Warwick Waters (0437 937 074, warwick.waters@crdc.com.au), the 
CottonInfo team of Regional Development Officers, Technical Specialists & myBMP experts are all here to help! 

is a joint initiative of

Geoff Hunter      Amanda Thomas    Sally Dickinson      

Namoi, Central QLD
P: 0458 142 777
E: geoff.hunter@cottoninfo.net.au  

Border Rivers, St George, Dirranbandi
P: 0407 992 495
E: sally.dickinson@cottoninfo.net.au

Southern NSW
P: 0427 207 406
E: kieran.okeeffe@cottoninfo.net.au

Macquarie/Bourke
P: 0417 226 411 
E: amanda.thomas@cottoninfo.net.au

   Annabel Twine         Kieran O’Keeffe                    Alice Devlin

Gwydir
P: 0427 207 167
E: alice.devlin@cottoninfo.net.au

Darling Downs
P: 0447 176 007
E: annabel.twine@cottoninfo.net.au

Technical Specialists
Technical specialists are experts in their fields and provide in-depth analysis, information and research to the industry, for 
the benefit of all growers. Contact the technical specialists to learn more about water use efficiency, nutrition, soil health 
and much, much more. 

Sally Ceeney                              Janelle Montgomery                  Sandra Williams  

Stacey Vogel            Jon Welsh              René van der Sluijs 

Bt Cotton and Insecticide Stewardship
P: 0459 189 771
E: sally@ceenag.com.au

Integrated Pest Management
P: 02 6799 1585
E: sandra.williams@csiro.au

Water Use Efficiency
P: 0428 640 990
E: janelle.montgomery@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Natural Resources and Catchments
P: 0428 266 712
E: staceyvogel.consulting@gmail.com

Carbon
P: 0458 215 335
E: jon.welsh@cottoninfo.net.au

Fibre Quality
P: 0408 88 5211 
E: rene.vandersluijs@csiro.au

Trudy Staines   Sharna Holman Ruth Redfern

Education 
P: 02 6799 2478
E: trudy.staines@csiro.au

Communications
P: 0408 476 341
E: ruth.redfern@crdc.com.au

Disease, volunteer & ratoon management 
P: 0477 394 116
E: sharna.holman@daf.qld.gov.au



*Innovate Ag & Growth Agriculture  - 77a Rose Street  Wee Waa NSW 2388
Free Call: 1800 440 438   Email: info@innovate-ag.com.au   Web: www.innovate-ag.com.a

INSECTICIDE

®

Registration due Oct 2016
Available now under permit contact us for more information

Active Consituent:
400 g/L  Extract

For the control or suppression of green mirids,
silver leaf white fly (biotype b) and heliothis in
cotton as specified in the Directions for Use table.

The next
generation insecticide




